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How to Discover New  
Vocabulary Words
•  Look for clues about the meaning in  

the pictures or nearby words.
•  Think of related words (for example,  

enchant and enchantment).
•  How does your knowledge of other words 

help to give meaning to the new word?

Make a Mind Movie
•  Listen to the words by reading aloud  

or by thinking about the story. What can 
you see or imagine from the words?

•  Piece your ideas together to create  
a mental image.

•  Connect the images and visualize  
the story movie in your head.
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Team Up To Read is a fun, interactive, 
program designed for children ages  
5 to 9 and participating parents or  
caregivers that will build a bridge  
between learning at school and at home.

To learn how you can participate in  
Team Up To Read programs, visit  
bklynlib.org/TeamUptoRead.

For more information on borrowing books 
in all formats, visit bklynlibrary.org.

Figuring Out the  
“Tricky” Words
• Sound it out.
• Look for small words in big words.
• Cover parts. (Break word into pieces.)
• Break in half. (Compound words.)
• Look at the pictures for hints.
•  Think: Have you seen the word before?
• Try to think of a rhyme.

How to Choose  
Just-Right Books
Five Finger Rule 
When we open a book to read  
independently, we may misread a  
few words. If we misread five words,  
then that book is not just right for us.  
Readers can keep count on their  
fingers when trying out a new book.

Team Up
To Read
How to Build  
Strong Readers



Six Ways to Become a Stronger Reader

1   Readers Stop and Ask Questions
Learning how to stop and ask questions is key to 
becoming a more curious reader. Before you start 
and while you are reading a story, stop and ask: 
What is this story about? Who is it about? What is 
happening? When you’ve finished a story, think 
about those questions you already asked—did you 
find the answers? Finally, a great question to ask at 
the end: What do I think about this story?

Suggested Books

Draw! by Raúl Colón 
It’s Only Stanley by Jon Agee
Sam and Dave Dig a Hole  
by Mac Barnett,  
illus. by Jon Klassen

2   Responding to Reading 
One fun way to become a more curious,  
engaged reader is by doing something  
creative in response to a book. Ask questions 
about the story, and paint or write or sculpt your 
answers. Perform a play based on the story, make 
up a song, or cook a meal the characters ate. If 
reading continues to be fun after you’ve closed  
the book, you’ll look forward to opening another 
book soon.

Suggested Books

Shh! We Have a Plan  
by Chris Haughton
The Adventures of Beekle:  
The Unimaginary Friend  
by Dan Santat
Puddle by Hyewon Yum

3   Know the Parts of a Story
Knowing the words of a book is just one part of 
reading. To understand the story, it helps to know 
its parts: setting, characters, problem and solution. 
Try identifying the first three parts at the beginning, 
and then keep track of them as you go through the 
book. What’s changing? How does each part play a 
role in solving the problem of the story?  

Suggested Books

Come Back, Ben  
by Ann Hassett  
& John Hassett
Quackers  
by Liz Wong
Blizzard by John Rocco

4   Make Connections to Stories
Reading can be a personal experience, and our 
background can help us understand a story. While 
you’re reading, think about the things you know 
and the things you’ve done. Using that knowledge, 
can you predict what will happen? 

Suggested Books

Jabari Jumps  
by Gaia Cornwall
Red: A Crayon’s Story  
by Michael Hall
A Different Pond  
by Bao Phi

5   Fluency Fun with Puppets
To be a fluent reader, you need to master speed 
(how fast you read), accuracy (how right you are 
in decoding words) and expression (how you add 
inflection to words). Use a puppet to help! Try out 
different voices and change how fast or slow you 
read parts of the story. Then re-read the story with 
new voices, or use the puppets to re-tell the story 
from memory. 

Suggested Books

Niño Wrestles the World  
by Yuyi Morales 
Zomo the Rabbit: A Trickster 
Tale from West Africa  
by Gerald McDermott 
Little Red and the Very  
Hungry Lion by Alex T. Smith

6   “Real-Life” Reading
There are so many different things to read in  
addition to fiction! Reluctant readers may not  
have found their favorite genre yet; maybe it’s  
time to give nonfiction or poetry a chance? All  
the strategies in this brochure can be used  
with informational books, too.

Suggested Books

Ada Twist, Scientist  
by Andrea Beaty, illus.  
by David Roberts
Among a Thousand Fireflies  
by Helen Frost & Rick Lieder
Giant Squid  
by Candace Fleming,  
illus. by Eric Rohmann


