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AIM: The goal of this set of activities is to help students understand the nature of historical 
artifacts, and to help them identify objects from their everyday life that have historical 
value. 

OBJECTIVE: 
 

The educator can select all or some of the activities provided in this packet in order to help 
students understand: 

• What is the nature of an artifact? 

• What makes something historical? 
• What items in our everyday environment could have historical value in the future? 

• How do we communicate the historic significance of an item? 
 
The activities in this packet are designed to build on each other, but an educator may 

choose to use only one or more of the set. 

MATERIALS: Worksheets from this packet include: 
• Do Now: Time Capsules 

• Document Analysis: Understanding Everyday Artifacts 
• Creating a Time Capsule 

PROCEDURE: 
 

Do Now: Time Capsules 
 

This Do Now invites students to share what they know about time capsules. You may wish 
to complete this as a class if students are unfamiliar with the concept of a time capsule.  
 

Or, use this Do Now to gauge the level of understanding about time capsules, followed by 
a discussion of what a time capsule is to ensure that all students have a shared 
understanding. 
 

 
Document Analysis: Understanding Everyday Artifacts 
This activity can be assigned as independent or partner work. For students who need more 

guidance, guide them through the process of making and recording observations of the 
document, and then ask them to record their reflections on the second page of the 
worksheet independently. 
 

Creating a Time Capsule 
This activity requires some understanding of the concept of a time capsule, and so their 
the Do Now from this packet or a conversation about time capsules will be helpful before 
students get started. 

 
Allow students to work on this activity at home or in another place that is familiar to them. 
The exercise of creating a time capsule can be broken into multiple parts over multiple 

days: students could select their items and a container on one day, and write a letter to 
the future as a final activity. 

ASSESSMENT: Collect student work to assess for comprehension and completion. Ask yourself: have 

students grasped the historic significance and “artifact-ness” of everyday objects? Have 
students articulated the meaning that an object from their life could communicate to 
someone in the future? 
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DIFFERENTIATION: Differentiate the activities in this packet by allowing more or less group work, based on the 
level of support your students need. 
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C.C.S.S. 
ADDRESSED: 

4th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 
supported by key details; summarize the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information and 

provide a list of sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-

on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 
 
5th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how 
they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 

individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on 
specific information in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 

and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use several sources to 
build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use several sources to 
build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/7/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 
 
6th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed 
through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing 
on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, 
sound) and visual displays in presentations to clarify information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
7th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing 
on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further 
research and investigation. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 

related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/9/
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8th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 

over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 

of relevant content. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 

narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
9th – 10th Grades 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects 
to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the 
information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over 

the course of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 

narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
11th- 12th Grades 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 

another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/9/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects 
to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an 
understanding of the text as a whole. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among 
the key details and ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/9/
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DO NOW: TIME CAPSULES 
 

Think about the following three questions, and record your answers: 
 

1. If you had to explain to someone what a time capsule is, what would you say? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What do you think time capsules can tell us about history? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Why do you think someone might want to collect, save, and preserve their 
belongings? 
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DOCUMENT ANALYSIS: UNDERSTANDING EVERYDAY ARTIFACTS 
 
 

Examine this document carefully. This document is a receipt from 1884.  
 
Write down at least five things that 
you observe about this document. An 
observation is something that you see: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Based on what you have observed above, list two things you might infer from 
this photograph. An inference is something that you think, based on what 
you see.  
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Continue on the next page… 

Reflect on the receipt from 1884. What does it tell you about life in 1884? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thinking about the receipt from 1884, why do you think someone kept it? 
And, why do you think it has been saved in an archive? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look through your wallet or bookbag for a receipt. What does this receipt tell 
a stranger about your life? What did you buy? Why did you buy it? 
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CREATING A TIME CAPSULE 
 
It’s time to start thinking about creating your own time capsule!  
 
Spend five minutes selecting four things in the room you are currently in that 
you would like to preserve in your time capsule.  
 
Draw them below and write a brief summary of why you selected each 
source for your capsule. 
 

Item One Item Two 

Item Three Item Four 
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Now that you have summarized and drawn your the artifacts for your time 
capsule, let's figure out what to store them in. A time capsule needs a good 
storage container to put everything in! 
 
Answer the questions below in order to secure your artifacts for the future. 
 
1. How do you think your artifacts should be cared for so that they last 100 

years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Would it make sense to keep your artifacts in a shoe box? A yogurt 

container? Something else?  
Think of an ideal container and explain why it is the best choice for 
storing and caring for your artifacts.  
If you plan to decorate or label your container, you could draw a picture 
here. 
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Explain your time capsule to a student 100 years from now.  
 
Write a letter to the person who will open your time capsule in 100 years. 
Explain each of your artifacts and why you included it. Make sure to include 
background information about yourself including your name, grade, and at 
least one fun fact about yourself. 
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