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INTRODUCTORY READING "American Revolution." Gale Encyclopedia of U.S. 
Economic History. Ed. Thomas Carson and Mary Bonk. Detroit: Gale, 1999. Student Resources in  

Accounts of people with varying sexualities and genders date back to the earliest 
historical records. In pre-colonial North America, native cultures acknowledged some 
people as having qualities representing both the female and male genders. They called 
them Two-Spirit and believed these individuals possessed a deeper connection 
between the spiritual and physical worlds. They believed gender non-conforming people 
had special insights that those who identified themselves as strictly male or female, did 
not. 
 

When European settlers arrived in the 1600s, they were appalled by these cultural 
practices and imposed their own laws to prohibit such behavior. Homosexuality became 
illegal and punishable by death or dismemberment in states such as New York and 
Connecticut. “Sodomy”—a broad term for non-procreative sexual relations, which can 
apply to couples of any gender dynamic—remained a criminal offense in the United 
States into the 21st century. In 2003, the Supreme Court ruled against thirteen states that 
still had anti-sodomy laws on the books.   
 

Despite harsh laws against homosexuality and cross-dressing in the United States, 
communities of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people began to take 
root in port cities like San Francisco and New York City in the mid-1800s. The migration 
of large numbers of young, single people (mostly men) seeking economic opportunity in 
the California Gold Rush or Brooklyn’s Navy Yard enabled these communities to flourish. 
It was around this time that the poet Walt Whitman penned poems, such as “Calamus,” 
“Native Moments,” and “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” about his romantic and sexual 
encounters with men around the Brooklyn Navy Yard and Brooklyn Heights. 
 

By the 1920s, LGBT people began to surface publicly as performers. In New York 
City, The Harlem Renaissance highlighted bisexual and lesbian black women such as 
Bessie Smith, the cross-dressing Gertrude “Ma” Rainey, and Josephine Baker. Many 
LGBT performers created public heterosexual identities for themselves, since attitudes 
towards homosexuality, bisexuality, and cross-dressing remained extremely negative.  
 

In 1952, the American Psychiatric Association (APA) institutionalized these 
homophobic attitudes into medical practice. Publishing its first Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, the APA listed homosexuality as an “anti-social behavior,” 
declaring that homosexuality and cross-dressing were mental illnesses which could be 
treated through electric shock therapy and willful behavior changes. Famously, Allen 
Ginsberg, a gay poet who lived in New York City during the beatnik era of the late 1950s, 
dedicated the poem “Howl” to his friend Carl Solomon who received shock treatments 
for his same-sex desires at the nearby Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital in New 
Jersey.  
 

Subsequently, in 1954, the biologist and sex researcher Alfred Kinsey published a 
study called Sexual Behavior in the Human Male that challenged conventional attitudes 
about sexuality. A bisexual man himself, Kinsey found that 37% of men at that time had 
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enjoyed a same-sex sexual encounter at least once. His subsequent studies on human 
sexuality brought controversy as well, since they sought to legitimize the existence of 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual people as healthy and normal. He also developed the Kinsey 
scale, which illustrated sexuality as a continuum along seven points from homosexual to 
heterosexual with bisexuality in the middle. These studies, along with the work of 
German sexologist Magnus Herschfeld, supported emerging resistance by sexual 
minorities to repressive public attitudes and laws. 
 
Two riots in the late 1960s – one on the West Coast in Compton, CA and one on the East 
Coast in New York City – inspired LGBT political activism and gave the movement 
visibility on a global scale. Both the Compton Cafeteria (California) and Stonewall (NYC) 
riots were direct responses to police brutality and a lack of legal, safe public spaces for 
the LGBT community. For the most part, the riots and protests that followed were 
initiated by poor, homeless transgender youth of color—the most frequent victims of 
abuse and harassment in the LGBT community.  
 
Pre-existing gay rights organizations capitalized on the new burst of energy and 
confidence that followed in the wake of the riots. An age of gay liberation began with the 
formation of many groups self-identifying as “lesbian,” “gay,” and “queer” instead of 
“homosexual.” Activists formed new organizations, such as RadicaLesbians, Gay 
Liberation Front and the Gay Activists Alliance with more politically and socially radical 
approaches than before. The first Gay Pride march was held in New York City in 1970 on 
the anniversary of the Stonewall Riots.  
 
In the 1980s, when the HIV/AIDS crisis began—which  disproportionately affected the 
LGBT community—it became another rallying point to criticize the lack of government 
response, which resulted in many LGBT and heterosexual-identified people’s deaths due 
to lack of medical treatments available. Activists formed groups, such as the Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis, to help LGBT people gain access to healthcare. Civil disobedience became 
a tactic commonly employed by ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) and has 
inspired similar tactics among LGBT groups since then. 
 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual people exist in every 
race, class, political movement, religion, and nation in the world. Therefore, the 
movement’s demands are diverse, often intersecting with demands for racial equality, 
gender equality, and workers’ rights. In the 21st century, gay rights or LGBT rights have 
focused on the fight for marriage equality. But there continue to be a variety of issues 
crucial to the health and survival of LGBT people, such as homelessness, mental illness 
and suicide, violence and street harassment, and HIV/AIDS that drive the movement 
forward. 
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Document 1: “The Tailor Made Girl. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 1 January 1893. 
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1. According to the headline and first sentence of Document 1, what is the 
nickname that Miss Johnstone Bennett is known by? 
 

 

 

 

2. Read the rest of Document 1. What kind of clothing does Miss Johnstone Bennett 
like to wear? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. According to the second paragraph, why does Miss Johnstone Bennett like to 
dress this way? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Look at the year of Document 1. Do you think it was normal for women to dress 
like Miss Johnstone Bennett in that time period? Why do you think there was a 
newspaper article about this? 
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Document 2: “Still Clings to her Male Attire.” 
The Standard Union. Brooklyn, NY. 30 Aug, 
1913.  
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1. Read the first paragraph of Document 2. Why was Miss Elizabeth Trondle 
arrested? 
 

 

 

 

2. Document 2 is from 1913. Why do you think women were arrested for this reason, 
at that time period?  
 

 

 

 

 

3. Miss Elizabeth Trondle wrote a letter to the President. What reasons did she give 
him for wanting to dress however she wanted? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. At the time Document 2 was created, clothing was seen as an important indicator 
of gender and sexuality. Do we still view clothing the same way? Explain your 
answer. 
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Document 3 . “126 Perverts Fired 
in Year by State Department.” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 25 March 
1952. 
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Transcript 
 
126 Perverts Fired in Year by State Department 
Rooney Asserts Other Agencies Are Infested 
 
Washington, March 25 (U.P.) – The State Department has fired 126 homosexual since 
Jan. 1, 1951, it was disclosed today. 
 
Carlisle H. Humelsine, Deputy Undersecretary for Administration, gave the report during 
recent testimony before a House Appropriations Subcommittee. 
 
“There is no doubt in our minds,” he said on behalf of the department, “that homosexuals 
are security risks . . . we have resolved that we are going to clean them up.” 
 
He said 119 persons were discharged from the department and foreign service in 1951 for 
homosexuality and that seven more have been fired so far this year. 
 
“I hope that next year will show that we have broken the back of this particular problem,” 
he said. 
 
Chairman John J. Rooney (D., Brooklyn) said he would like to make the “gratuitous 
observation” that homosexuals are not confined to the State Department.  
 
Noting that “somebody is really working” at the State Department, Rooney said that “We 
probably could do the same thing in all of the departments of the Government, including 
Interior, Post Office, Treasury and everywhere else.” 
 
“This has been extensively advertised as a problem which is solely the State 
Department’s, but the facts do not bear that out . . . After this committee questioned such 
possible conditions in the Department of Commerce, it was only a very short time until 
they had 53, and they are still weeding them out.” 
 
Assistant FBI Director D. Milton Ladd told Senate investigators in December, 1950, that 
Russia had ordered its spies to seek out sex perverts among U.S. officials in hope of 
taking advantage of their “weakness.” 
 
A report by a Senate subcommittee warned that homosexuals, lesbians and other 
perverts are poor security risks and easy marks for blackmail. 
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1. According to Document 3, how many people did the State Department fire in 
1951 for being gay? How do you imagine they were identified as being gay? 

 

 

 

 

2. According to Document 3, what reason was given for firing homosexuals? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What further action did Chairman John J. Rooney suggest be taken? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How do you think an LGBT person living in Brooklyn at this time might have felt 
upon reading this article? 
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Document 4: Excerpt. Martha Shelley, “The Radical Activist.” Making History: the struggle for 
Gay and Lesbian rights, 1945-1990. An Oral History.  Eric Marcus, ed.  New York: HarperCollins: 
175-76. 
 
The Daughters of Bilitis formed in 1953 “for the purpose of promoting the integration of the 
homosexual [woman] into society.”  The founding document listed for goals: “Education of the 
variant…to enable her to understand herself and make her adjustment to society…”; Education of 
the public [as to its]…erroneous taboos and prejudices”; participation in research projects 
…towards further knowledge of the homosexual”; Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to 
the homosexual, [and the] proposal of changes….” 
Martha Shelley, president of the New York chapter of the Daughters of Bilitis in 1967, recalled her 
experience as a lesbian then, a term strikingly absent from the organizations’ founding document.  
Shelley, 25 years old at the time, grew up in Crown Heights, Brooklyn.  
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1. Using evidence from Document 4, explain why Martha Shelley was advised not 
to use her real name when signing into her first DOB meeting. 
 

 

 

 

2. Compare and contrast “the bars” Shelley describes versus the DOB meeting 
space. 
 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Shelley mean when she says she was “against butch-femme roles”? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe Shelley’s views on marriage. Do you agree or disagree with her?  
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DOCUMENT 5A: “A Community in Crisis.” Mattachine Society, Brooklyn Heights 
Chapter. 1966.  NOTE: The Mattachine Society was founded in 1950 and was one of the 
first organizations to promote gay rights in the country. At the time, they did not use this 
language to describe themselves. Instead, the movement was identified as the 
homophile movement. This carried the connotation that members were not homosexual 
themselves, but simply advocates against discrimination towards such people.  
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Document 5B: “Omnibus.” [Excerpts.] Brooklyn Heights Press. 4 October 1962. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Transcription: 
 
The boiling point of my temper having exceeded the usual 212 
degrees, the time to dispatch another letter to the B.H.P. and its 
readers has once again arrived. This time I shall not confine 
myself to one subject, but shall hold forth on a number of prickly 
items. 

… 
 
ITEM 2 “The Heights Peace Corps” – Homosexuals 
 
The heights has reached new heights (and that ain’t a funny); 
heights of degradation! I never thought I’d see the day when I 
would have to take a young lady with me whenever I wanted to 
take a PEACEFUL stroll on the Promenade for an evening’s air. 
Not that I object to the young lady’s company mind you, but it’s 
about the only way I can have a little protection (or protect them 
from me) from the “Princes of the Promenade”. Well enough is 
enough. Law or no law, when I go walking on a cold night – alone 
– and one of those misbegotten pansies starts to try and find out 
if I am a foot warmer, I’m going to belt him, or her, or it, right in the 
chops! 

Document 5C: “Homosexuals are ‘Scapegoats’.” 
Brooklyn Heights Press. 18 October 1962. 
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1. According to Document 5A, which neighborhood is a “Community in Crisis”? 

 

 

 

 

2. Document 5B gives some evidence of this “crisis”. What problem is the author 
of this letter to the editor complaining about? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Document 5C is a response to the previous letter. Does the author agree with 
Document 5B? What reasons do they give? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Look back at Document 5A.  What solution does this document suggest as the 
only way that truth can “triumph”? What organizations do they want to meet 
with? 
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DOCUMENT 6: “Gay People at Brooklyn & Comunitas present Varsity Drag.” No Date. 
Brooklyn Archival Files, Brooklyn Collection Brooklyn Public Library. 
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1. Document 6 advertises an event. Where is it located? What kinds of things will 
happen at the event? 
 

 

 

 

2. Document 6 has no date, but it is likely from the 1960s or 1970s. What does the 
occurrence of this event tell you about LGBT rights in that time period? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think it was important during this time period for the LGBT 
community to organize their own social events? Do you think it is still important 
for the LGBT community to organize their own social events? Why or why not? 
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DOCUMENT 7: Ephemera. “Can You Live Or Work Anywhere? GAYS CAN’T!” 1970. Gay 
Alliance of Brooklyn. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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1. What group does Document 7 represent? To who is it addressed? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the flyer urge people to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are three facts Document 7 gives on the state of gay rights? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What types of policies or people vote for as a “bloc” to assure more protections 
for the gay community? 
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Document 8: Kramer, Marcia. “Council passes gay rights bill.” New York Daily News. 21 
March, 1986. 
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1. Document 8 tells us about an important law (or “bill”) being passed. What year 
was it passed? 
 

 

 

 

2. What rights did the bill mentioned in Document 8 guarantee? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Document 8 shows us how each City Council member voted on this bill. How 
many City Councilors from Brooklyn voted “yes”? How many voted “no”? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. According to Document 8, what reasons did City Councilors give for voting yes 
or no? 
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DOCUMENT 9:  
“Away from the City’s 
Gay Center, a Place for 
Minorities.” New York 
Times. 28 July 1996. 
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1. Read the first paragraph of Document 9. Where is the Audre Lorde Project 
located? 
 

 

 

 

2. According to the second paragraph of Document 9, what is a good reason for 
the Audre Lorde Project to not be located in Chelsea or the Village? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Read the fourth paragraph of Document 9. What people does the Audre Lorde 
Project hope to serve, and what kinds of workshops does it offer? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you think it is still important today to have organizations like the Audre Lorde 
Project? Why or why not? 
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DOCUMENT 10: Roundy, Bill. “No sleep ‘til Brooklyn.” New York Blade News. 3 May 
2002.  
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1. According to Document 10, what kind of people are moving to Brooklyn? 

 

 

 

 

2. Look at the image in Document 10. According to the caption (the text under the 
image), what is this gathering? 
 

 

 

 

3. What reasons do people provide in Document 10 for moving to Brooklyn? 

 

 

 

 

4. What year is Document 10 from? Do you think Brooklyn is the same today as it 
was then? 
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Document 11: Excerpt. Galloway, Jordan. “Bushwick Pride Highlights Gentrification in the 
LGBTQ Community.” Brooklyn Based. 10 July 2014. 
https://brooklynbased.com/2014/07/10/bushwick-pride-shines-a-light-on-the-
gentrification-of-the-lgbtq-community/ 
 
The Bushwick neighborhood of Brooklyn became the home of a thriving LGBT 
community when people began spreading out from Manhattan due to the gentrification 
of the West Village and other traditional “gayborhoods” in the 1980s. In July 2014, 
organizers of the annual Bushwick Pride festival discussed a new wave of gentrification 
by white LGBT people that is making affordable housing more difficult to find for LGBT 
people of color. The following document reflects the movement’s heightened awareness 
to the diverse forms of gender and sexuality in its membership, adding a “Q” for “Queer” 
to the LGBT acronym, along with class and race divisions that have persisted within the 
movement. 
 

 
 
Gentrification and transgender rights will be causes célèbre for the local LGBTQ 
community of color during Bushwick Pride this Saturday. Photo: Make the Road 
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For Julián Padilla, an organizer of Bushwick Pride, the line that divides the North Brooklyn 
neighborhood’s LGBTQ community is clearly defined. 
 
“On the one hand, you have a lot of black and Latino LGBTQ people who created 
communities that were thriving, despite racism, capitalism, homophobia and transphobia, 
and now there are a lot of people who are LGBTQ but are white and/or are coming from 
higher economic incomes, who are claiming that they have begun sort of like a newer, 
friendlier gay Bushwick,” he says. “But it’s only newer and friendlier for those people who 
are moving in and not being pushed out.” 
 
In short, gentrification is further marginalizing members of an already marginalized 
minority. “There’s a lot of tension there,” Padilla says. The fact that people are trying to 
position the neighborhood as ‘now’ having a LGBTQ community when in actuality, one 
has existed there for decades is going over about as well as it would with any 
established population set upon by self-proclaimed pioneers. 
 
Given the nature of the divide, it would be naïve to think that Bushwick’s two LGBTQ 
communities could become cohesive in a day, but Saturday’s Bushwick Pride march and 
celebration will perhaps serve as a chance to unify the two factions behind a common 
cause—better health care for trans individuals through the repeal of a bill passed by the 
New York State Legislature in 1998 that removed transgender-related health care from 
Medicaid coverage. The theme of this year’s gathering is “Trans Healthcare Now!,” with 
trans being an umbrella term encompassing transgender, gender queer, gender non-
conforming, two-spirit and third-gender individuals. 
 
This schism largely stems from a socio-economic issue the average Brooklynite can 
relate all too well to—irregardless of sexual orientation or gender identity—an affordable-
housing shortage. 
 
“We know that LGBTQ people living in the neighborhood are not just affected by 
homophobia and transphobia, they are affected, in some ways first, by a lack of housing, 
and we’re seeking to protect the housing that people do have right now, as we’re also 
fighting to protect people’s abilities to access health care and walk down the street 
without fear of harassment or death,” says Padilla, who is also a community organizer for 
Make the Road New York, a Bushwick-based nonprofit that advocates for expanded civil 
rights, social justice, housing and health-care reform, public school safety and youth 
empowerment on behalf of the local LGBTQ community. 
 
Today’s newer LGBTQ community, as well as an onslaught of artists and young adults, is 
descending on the neighborhood for much the same reasons Bushwick’s already 
established LGBTQ community did a generation or two ago—the promise of cheaper 
rents and a close proximity to Manhattan. 
 
The biggest difference between then and now, though, is that Bushwick, traditionally a 
neighborhood of predominantly Hispanic and black populations, was nowhere near as 
desirable a place to live in the ‘80s as it is today. Anyone willing to relocate to the area 
overwrought as it was with crack and crime, could essentially have their pick of vacant 
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apartments without pushing anyone out. Population density increases and 
unprecedentedly high apartment values have made such occurrences all but obsolete in 
the current real estate climate. 
 
Transgender issues though, may be a particularly potent, of the moment rallying cry for 
the community to rally around. Bushwick Pride’s theme this year highlights a greater 
phenomenon permeating pop culture at present–positive and negative media attention 
on transgender individuals and rights over the past year has brought this particular 
segment of the LGBTQ community into the spotlight. 
 
 “I think especially black trans women have been at the forefront of pushing for visibility 
for a long, long time, and, finally, their voices are being heard in ways we haven’t seen 
before, and people are speaking for themselves a lot more,” Padilla says. “One of the 
things I’ve discussed with other people is how exciting it is that a lot of these trans 
women of color, and specifically black trans women, when speaking to the press and 
when building these movements, are refusing to leave anyone behind.” 
 
Parties and protest have always made likely bedfellows within the LGBTQ community 
Padilla says, and Saturday’s ninth annual Bushwick Pride promises to have plenty of 
both—with the emphasis being on protest, then party. The corporatization of NYC Pride 
Month, which occurred in June, is a prickly point for the organizers of Bushwick Pride. 
Padilla says all that glitters is not necessarily gold during the city’s other demonstrations, 
as the party element of Pride is starting to overshadow the activism it was formed around 
in the first place. 
 
“Even the idea of Pride as a celebration is a little contentious as something that’s been 
sort of up for debate,” Padilla says. “When we trace the history of why, for example, we 
have all these celebrations in June, people make direct links to the riots of Stonewall Inn. 
So, many people take that time to point out that all of these celebrations, all of these 
parties and marches and parades, began when people were fighting police brutality at 
the intersection of homophobia and transphobia.” 
 
Padilla says hosting Bushwick Pride the month after the city’s other major events is about 
avoiding a scheduling conflict, not making a political statement, though, it does 
inadvertently allow the neighborhood’s demonstration to stand out on its own, giving 
people another opportunity to be loud and proud every summer. 
 
“Bushwick Pride we contextualize as being part of that more radical social justice-based 
framework. We are definitely about celebrating—we have a lot to celebrate—and, it’s 
actually, I feel, like a tradition of LGBTQ people to bring celebration even into protests.”  
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1. What tensions within the LGBTQ community does Document 11 highlight? 

 

 

 

 

2. How has the population of Bushwick changed in recent years? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why are transgender issues such a potent “rallying cry” in 2014 for the LGBTQ 
community? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Is Bushwick Pride more political or more celebratory? Explain using evidence 
from Document 11. 

 

 

 

 



GLOSSARY 
 
Asexual: a person who does not experience romantic and/or sexual attractions. 
Beatnik: a counterculture in the 1950s and early 1960s associated with jazz, poetry, drugs, and political 
and artistic rebellion. 
Bisexual: a person who is attracted to two or more genders. 
Bloc: (in regards to voting) a group of voters that are strongly motivated by a specific concern, causing 
them to vote together in elections. 
Butch-femme roles: a relationship dynamic between two women in which one partner presents herself 
in a typically masculine way, while the other presents herself in a typically feminine way. 
Cross-dress: to dress as another gender. 
Gay: a person who is attracted to people of the same gender that they identify as. 
Gayborhood: a neighborhood characterized by a prominent LGBT community and/or clientele. 
Heterosexual: a person who is attracted to people of a different gender than the one they identify as. 
Homosexual: another word for “gay.” (Note: this term is sometimes seen as outdated, since it was 
used as a medical term for so long in the American Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders.) 
Homophile: a term used before the Gay Liberation movements of the 1960s, which denoted a person 
who accepted and advocated for homosexual rights. 
Intersex: a person who is born with and/or naturally develops sexual organs which are both female 
and male. 
LGBT: an abbreviation for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender; sometimes also written as LGBTQ or 
LGBTQQIA to include queer, questioning, intersex, and asexual people. 
Lesbian: a person who identifies as female and who is romantically and/or sexually attracted to 
females. 
Sexual minority: a broad term which encompasses all spectrums of gender and sexuality that do not 
follow the “male-female” binary or are not heterosexual in practice and/or identity. 
Sodomy: non-procreative sexual relations. 
Straight: describing a heterosexual person. 
Transgender: a person who identifies differently than the gender they were assigned at birth. (Note: 
not all transgender people “transition” from one gender to another. This is an umbrella term that refers 
more generally to people who are gender-nonconforming.) 
Transsexual: a person who identifies differently than the gender they were assigned at birth and seeks 
to change their physical appearance to correspond with their true gender through hormonal 
treatments and sometimes surgery. 
Transvestite: an outdated term for a cross-dressing or transgender person. 
Two-Spirit: a gender identity specific to some Native American cultures where a person was 
considered to be more spiritually advanced, since they had a unique set of feminine and masculine 
traits.  
Queer: embraced by many as a means of defining sexuality in a more fluid way than “gay” or even 
“bisexual.” 
Zine: an informal magazine, usually crafted by hand, to express a strong interest in a particular topic.  
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