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AIM: Students will analyze primary sources to construct a narrative which answers a question. 

OBJECTIVE: 
 

Students will: 
• Make observations  
• Make inferences 
• Use sources as evidence for a narrative which responds to the initial research 

question. 
• Gain knowledge of historic event with supplemental content 

MATERIALS: • Handout  
• Set of primary sources 

PROCEDURE: 
 

1. Define the difference between observations and inferences 
a. Observation: statement or comment based on something one has seen, 

heard, or noticed – no observation is too small 
b. Inference: a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning 
c. Students will understand that observations are what they see, not what they 

think they see. Make sure to break down unintentional inferences: 
i. Student: “I see a woman who is cold.” 

Educator: “Break that down – WHY do you think she is cold.” 
Student: “She is wearing a coat.”  
Educator: “You are observing a woman wearing a coat.”  

2. Distribute set of primary sources – one full source per group 
3. Invite students to look at their sources, make observations, and note any 

connections between various sources 
4. Present students with handout, and read through the essential question together.  
5. Invite students to use their set of primary sources to answer the essential question 
6. Students will share their research by writing a one paragraph narrative that explains 

the evidence they found in primary sources to support their answer to the guiding 
question. 

 

ASSESSMENT: • Educator can collect student work to check for completion and comprehension 
• Allow students to assess each other’s work during turn-and-talk segments 
• Observe student interaction with primary sources during work time 

 

DIFFERENTIATION: • For lower level students, allow more time to observe and infer 
• For lower level students, present essential question at the start of the lesson 
• For lower level students, work through sources as a class; potentially present and 

analyze one source per day, leading towards completion of the activity. 
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C.C.S.S. ADDRESSED: 4th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in 
an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
5th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas 
logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 
or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
6th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using 
pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources 
 
7th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources 
 
 
8th Grade 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen 
details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources 
 
9th – 10th Grades 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis 
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of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
 
11th- 12th Grades 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding 
of the text as a whole. 
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History Mystery: Food Innovation in Brooklyn 
It’s time to solve a history mystery! Let’s use primary source documents to put together a 
puzzle about the past in Brooklyn. 

Getting Started 

Examine your primary source documents. Look for common names, places, and topics. It 
may (or may not?) be helpful to put them in chronological order. 

Essential Question 

Using the primary sources provided, determine: what Brooklyn business played a key 
role in the development of a now-everyday food? Name that business and food here: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Share Your Research 

Now that you’ve solved the mystery, write a one-paragraph biography of this business. 
Name any important people; explain where it was located; tell us what dates it was 
operating; share any notable facts and events. Don’t forget to tell us all about the food 
innovation it created! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Plate 26,” Atlas of the Entire City of Brooklyn. 1880. Accessed through Fire 
Insurance Maps Online. 



  

“Sheet 75,” Insurance Map of Brooklyn, New York, Vol 9.1907. Accessed 
through Fire Insurance Maps Online. 



  
“Sheet 33.” Port and Terminal Facilities at the Port of New York. 1942. 
Accessed through Fire Insurance Maps Online. 



 

“Fire,” Brooklyn Times Union. 30 May 1859. 

  



 

“Peter Cooper’s Refined Sheet and Shred Isinglass,” Brooklyn Times Union. 24 Sept 1859.  



 

“Boy Killed by Falling Down a Hatchway,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 3 Sept 1857. 

  



 

“General Notices,” The Brooklyn Union. 17 July 1867. 

  



[Peter Cooper Row.] Ephemera Collection, Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library.



 

“Our Local Factories.” Brooklyn 
Times Union. 25 January 1872. 



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PETER COOPER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

IMPROVEMENT IN THE PREPARATION OF PORTABLE GE LATINE. 
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 4,0s4, dated June 20, 1845. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PETER COOPER, of the 

city, county, and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and useful improvement, which 
consists in making a transparent concentrat 
ed or solidified jelly containing all the ingre 
dients fitting it for table use, in a portable 
form, and requiring only the addition of a pre 
scribed quantity of hot water to dissolve it, 
when it may be poured into glasses or molds, 
and when cold will be fit for use, of which the 
following is a specification. - 
This improvement is effected by using Coop 

er's refined American isinglass, (which your 
petitioner would recommend both on account of 
its superior quality and far greater cheapness,) 
the Russianisinglass, or any other pure form of 
gelatine, which may be taken either in the solid 
and dry form, in which it is usually found for 
sale, (in which case it must again be reduced 
to a liquid state by the application of water 
and heat,) or it may be taken directly from 
the manufactory in its liquid state, thus sav 
ing all the expense and risk of its subsequent 
preparation, as well as the necessity of again 
reducing it to a fluid form. To this liquid 
gelatine I would then add the following in 
gredients: For every hundred pounds of isin 
glass or gelatine, four hundred pounds best 
white sugar, the juice or acid of twelve hun 
dred lemons, or an equivalent of acid of limes, 
the peal or rind of three hundred lemons, eight 
hundred eggs, or a sufficient quantity of other 
finings, one pound peach-pits, one pound cin 
namon, one pound mace, one pound allspice, 
half-pound of cloves, with such other spices 
and such variations of the quantities ofall as will 
suit the tastes of different persons. To this 
solution of gelatine, with the various ingredi 
ents incorporated with it, a sufficient quantity 
of water should be added to reduce the whole 
mass to a fluid of such consistency as would 
admit (after being boiled about ten minutes) 
of being passed through a fine filter. This fil 
ter may be constructed in any of the various 

jures the strength of the gelatine. 

forms now used in the refining of sugar. After . . 
this hot fluid has been passed through the fil 
ter, and thus rendered perfectly transparent, 
it is then to be concentrated or condensed by 
the evaporation of the great part of the Water 
to such consistency as will insure it to keep . 
for any length of time in a state of perfect 
preservation; or, if preferred, the water may 
be entirely evaporated and the whole reduced 
to a solid form. This may be effected by any 
of the following methods: by boiling in vacuo 
by any of the ordinary methods used in the 
refining of sugar; by forcing heated air into, 
through, or on the surface of the fluid; by 
evaporating in open pans heated by steam or 
otherwise, or by solar evaporation. In all 
these methods, however, care must be taken 
that the fluid be not brought up to 212OFahren 
heit, as violent and long-continued heat in 

This trans 
parent jelly, having been reduced by either of 
the above methods to a proper consistence, 
may, while yet hot, be drawn into jars or molds 
of any convenient form, and will be ready for 
sale. To this concentrated or solidified jelly 
it is only necessary to add a sufficient quantity 
of hot water to produce at any time a jelly of 
any consistency that may be required. 
The improvement which I claim as my in 

vention, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, consists in making a transparent concen: 
trated or solidified jelly containing all the in 
gredients, so combined, concentrated, or solidi 
fied that the article may be kept in a perfect 
state of preservation for any length of time, 
and be in a portable form for the supply of 
shipping, families, or for exportation, and re 
quiring only the addition of the prescribed 
quantity of hot water to dissolve it, when it 
may be poured into glasses or molds, and when 
cold will be fit for use. 

PETER COOPER, 
Witnesses: 

M. D. FRENCH, 
ABRAM. S. HEWITT, 
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