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Descriptive Summary 

 
Creator:  Aziz Rahman 
Title:   Brooklyn Film & Arts Festival Collection 
Date Span:  1969 - 2009 
Abstract:  Five films that were presented at the 2011 Brooklyn Film Arts Festival: Little 

Caughnawaga: to Brooklyn and Back;  Brooklyn is Everything;  Family Outing to Coney 
Island;  Bushwick Homecomings; and Up on the Roof.  

Quantity:  5 DVDs 
Location:   Reserve Room Cabinets 
Repository:  Brooklyn Public Library – Brooklyn Collection 
Reference Code: BC0231 

 

 
Historical Note 

From the Brooklyn Film & Arts Festival website (http://filmbrooklyn.com): 
The main focus of the Brooklyn Film and Arts Festival programs is Brooklyn, its history, 

communities, neighborhoods, cultures, peoples, social dynamics, arts, and related Brooklyn topics.  The 
Brooklyn Film & Arts Festival aims to present a series of cultural events that convey the quintessentially 
unique perspective of Brooklyn residents about their own neighborhoods and their views about Brooklyn at 
large.  The films in this collection were shown at the 2011 Brooklyn Film & Arts Festival. 
 

 
Scope and Content  
 The collection consists of five films on five DVDs.  The earliest is from 1969, and the rest were 
filmed from 2006 – 2009. 
   
 

http://filmbrooklyn.com/
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Restrictions 

Access Restrictions 

Collection is located in the Brooklyn Collection at the Central Branch at Grand Army Plaza.  The 
collection may only be used in the library and is not available through interlibrary loan.  Requests to 
view the collection must be made at least 48 hours in advance of visit. 

Use Restrictions 

While many items in the Brooklyn Collection are unrestricted, we do not own reproduction rights to 
all materials. Be aware of the several kinds of rights that might apply: copyright, licensing and 
trademarks. The borrower assumes all responsibility for copyright questions. 

 

Access Points 

 
Subject Topics: 
Brooklyn (New York, N.Y.) 
Brooklyn (New York, N.Y.) -- Social conditions -- 20th century. 
Bushwick (New York, N.Y.) -- History. 
City dwellers -- New York (State) -- New York -- Interviews. 
Coney Island (New York, N.Y.) 
Documentary films. 
Iron and steel workers -- New York (State) -- New York -- Social conditions. 
Mohawk Indians -- New York (State) -- New York. 
Short films. 
Urban renewal -- New York (State) -- New York. 
  

 

 
Administrative Information  
 

Provenance  
 Donated by Aziz Rahman, curator of the Brooklyn Film & Arts Festival, in December 2011. 
 

Preferred Citation  
This collection should be cited as the Brooklyn Film & Arts Collection, Brooklyn Public Library – 
Brooklyn Collection. 

 

 

 
Arrangement 
The films can all be found in the Brooklyn Public Library catalog.  Each title is linked to its catalog record. 
 
Little Caughnawaga: to Brooklyn and back – by Reaghan Tarbell  (48 mins) (2009)  
The personal story of Mohawk filmmaker Reaghan Tarbell as she explores her Brooklyn roots. The film tells 
the story of the legendary Mohawk steelworkers and their families who travelled to North Gowanus in 
Brooklyn from the Kahnawake reserve in Canada to build the skyscrapers of New York City. Reaghan 
Tarbell interweaves family interviews, and archival footage to convey the long-standing roots of the 

http://catalog.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/record=b11647670
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Mohawk people in Brooklyn. Written and directed by Reaghan Tarbell and produced by Paul M. Rickard. 
George Hargrave served as Executive Producer for the program. US/Canadian distributors:  
(Visionmaker/NFB) 
 
Brooklyn is Everything – by Derek Garcia  (5:00 mins) (2009) 
A young Brooklyn filmmaker takes the audience on a lyrical tour of his cherished Brooklyn world from Park 
Slope to Coney Island. Through the pensively wrought sights we are witness to the soulful richness of 
Brooklyn’s landscape. Directed and filmed by teenage filmmaker Derek Garcia. 
 
Family Outing to Coney Island - by Don Brunjes (3:30 mins) (1969) 
A virtual visual time-capsule captures the Brunjes family strolling through lively Coney Island in 1969. From 
a child’s eye view of Coney Island rides and hoopla which brings home the flavor of Brooklyn’s timeless 
seaside attractions.  
 
Bushwick Homecomings - by Stefanie Joshua (37 mins) (2006) 
Bushwick native filmmaker returns to her old neighborhood to examine the changes underway in Bushwick 
and to convey the experiences of those residents who survived the crime waves and community erosion of 
the 1980s’ and 90’s. This documentary examines the roots of the drastic changes in Bushwick and the 
lessons learned by community members who survived the most turbulent era of Bushwick.  Directed and 
produced by Stefanie Joshua. Distributed by the filmmaker through Msjosh Productions, LLC. 
 
Up On the Roof -  by J L Aronson (40 mins) (2008) 
Up on the Roof follows several devoted pigeon breeders in one predominantly Latino section of Brooklyn 
through the rigors and rewards of a quintessential New York tradition. All along the waterfront, and 
throughout blue collar Brooklyn, pigeon fancying has been an active pastime for centuries, handed down 
from one group of residents to the next, and Williamsburg has long been the center of the action. But as 
with so many once blighted and now hip districts throughout the world, Brooklyn-and Williamsburg in 
particular-is being scrubbed of its old world character to make way for a new urbanism. This considers what 
we lose in the process of urban renewal and treats the audience like an insider in an unseen and -in many 
ways- vanishing world.  Produced, directed and filmed by J L Aronson. Distributed by Creative Arson 
Productions. 
 

http://catalog.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/record=b11647680
http://catalog.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/record=b11647681
http://catalog.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/record=b11647554

