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”

”
I can’t imagine my life  
without the library because…

“

“

The library helps everyone  
in the community by…

Annual Report
Fiscal Year 2014 
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Brooklyn  Public  
Library  

Mission
It is the mission of Brooklyn 
Public Library to ensure the 
preservation and transmission 
of society’s knowledge, history 
and culture, and to provide the 
people of Brooklyn with free 
and open access to information 
for education, recreation 
and reference.

Vision
Brooklyn Public Library will be 
a vital center of knowledge for 
all, accessible 24 hours a day, and 
will be a leader in traditional 
and innovative library services 
which reflect the diverse and 
dynamic spirit of the people 
of Brooklyn.
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As we reflect on another successful 
year at Brooklyn Public Library, 
I am especially proud that so many 
Brooklynites came together to 
support BPL in 2014. 

The Brooklyn Eagles, a community 
of young professionals who 
volunteer their time and raise 
funds for the Library, helped BPL 
expand its outreach to new 
audiences whose support will 
be crucial to our plans for the 
years ahead. 

Our Friends of the Library groups 
grew more numerous and more 
active, raising funds for individual 
branches and hosting free 
programs to serve the unique needs 
of their particular communities.

In February, donors and patrons 
attended BPL’s seventeenth annual 
gala to celebrate the work of 
Brooklyn-based author Martin 
Amis and the Charles H. Revson 
Foundation, founder of the NYC 
Neighborhood Library Awards. We 
also honored outgoing BPL Board 
of Trustees Chair Anthony Crowell, 
a leader who saw the Library 
through many noteworthy 
achievements, including the 
opening of the Shelby White and 
Leon Levy Information Commons 

at Central Library, the launch of 
BPL’s strategic plan and the 
construction of Brooklyn’s first 
new branch in over 20 years. It 
is my great privilege to succeed 
such a committed and effective 
board chair.

We’re grateful to the many patrons, 
donors, trustees, elected officials 
and volunteers who make it 
possible for the Library to continue 
its legacy of service to the borough. 
On behalf of the entire Board of 
Trustees, thank you for a great year 
at Brooklyn Public Library.

Gratefully,

Nicholas A. Gravante, Jr. 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
Brooklyn Public Library

Nicholas a. GravaNte, Jr  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Nicholas a. GravaNte, Jr. 

Letter from the Chair
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Nicholas a. GravaNte, Jr  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

It has been a memorable year for 
Brooklyn Public Library and the 
more than one million patrons 
we serve.

Several of our 60 branches had 
new beginnings in 2014, as we 
reopened libraries devastated by 
Hurricane Sandy and completed 
significant renovations at Stone 
Avenue and Clinton Hill. Kings 
Highway Library opened a new 
passport center to serve one of 
Brooklyn’s largest and most diverse 
neighborhoods, while Central 
Library, also home to a passport 
center, now hosts the new Four & 
Twenty Blackbirds café. 

Local history buffs celebrated as 
our Brooklyn Collection launched 
the Brooklyn Newsstand, a digital 
archive that gives the public 
free access to the full run of The 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle (1841 
to 1955), which had, for a time, 
the nation’s largest daily circulation 
and boasted Walt Whitman as 
its editor.

BPL programs welcomed a record 
number of participants in 2014. 
The Telestory initiative employed 
video conferencing technology to 
help children read and bond with 
their incarcerated fathers. Aspiring 

Brooklyn entrepreneurs competed 
in the PowerUp! business plan 
contest to win startup capital for 
their innovative ideas. Today’s 
Teens, Tomorrow’s Techies (T4) 
helped Brooklyn students develop 
digital skills and gain real-world 
experience in the workplace. 
Brooklynites of all ages, from every 
walk of life, turned to us for help in 
achieving their dreams. 

As we look to the future, we will 
continue to provide library services 
in new and creative ways, drawing 
inspiration from the ingenuity of 
the Brooklynites we are so honored 
to serve.

Very truly,

Linda E. Johnson 
President & CEO 
Brooklyn Public Library

liNda e. JohNsoN 

Letter from the President & CEO
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BPL Timeline BPL Timeline
Fiscal Year 2014 

7.13
Brooklyn Eagles 
The Brooklyn Eagles are founded 
to support Brooklyn Public Library 
by fundraising, advocating and 
volunteering.

9.13 
Unveiling of Central entrance
BPL receives $250,000 to renovate 
its historic entrance after winning a 
grant from Partners in Preservation 
and American Express.

Charles H. Revson Foundation 
NYC Neighborhood Library 
Awards Macon, Sheepshead 
Bay and Kings Bay libraries are 
awarded for outstanding service to 
the community.

10.13
A new passport office opens at  
Kings Highway Library.

Outreach Services Department 
With funding from the Charles 
H. Revson Foundation, BPL creates 
a department to serve Brooklyn’s 
immigrant, older adult and 
transitional populations.

11.13
Mobile Libraries at NYC 
Correctional Facilities 
BPL operates four mobile satellite 
libraries and partners with NYPL’s 
Correctional Services Department 
to provide library services at 
additional facilities.

2
0
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6.13 
BookOps 
BPL’s shared technical  
services collaboration with  
New York Public Library  
is successfully launched  
in the spring.
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1.14
The Information Commons  
marks its one-year anniversary.

2.14
Welcome new BPL 
Board of Trustees Chair 
Nicholas A. Gravante, Jr. 

Planning begins for the 
formation of the Whitman 
Circle in early spring. This 
new community of high-level 
donors generously supports 
BPL’s programs through annual 
membership.

3.14
Four & Twenty Blackbirds  
The renowned Brooklyn pie shop 
opens a café at Central 
Library on Pi Day.

The Fabergé Big Egg 
Hunt 2014 
Central, Kensington 
and Coney Island 
libraries raise money 
for Asia’s endangered 
elephants and 
New York children.

4.14
Brooklyn Newsstand 
BPL launches a free digital 
newspaper archive, available through 
its Brooklyn Newsstand portal, in 
collaboration with newspapers.com.

Our Streets, Our Stories is an 
oral history project that records 
patrons’ stories about Brooklyn’s 
neighborhoods.

Two beautiful egg sculptures will be on  
display at Central Library, April 1 – 26.  Brooklyn Public Library is pleased to partner with The Fabergé Big  

Egg Hunt to benefit both Elephant Family and Studio in a School.

OUR STREETS 
OUR STORIES

Services for
Older Adults

Brooklyn Neighborhood Oral History Project

6.14
Summer Reading kicks off with  
a science and technology theme.

New York Life Foundation  
awards BPL a two-year grant to  
expand the Brooklyn Connections 
program.

Steve Keene, BPL Artist-in-
Residence, hosts an exhibition, 
workshops and live painting program 
in front of Central Library.

BCAPteen offers a summer 
filmmaking program for adolescents.

5.14
Second Annual Bike the Branches 
A charitable bike ride through BPL’s 
network of 60 neighborhood libraries.

IC Skillshare 
A free day-long skillshare with classes and 
workshops led by community members.

New blue library card, with fob, debuts!

2
0

14
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The Library 
helps everyone in 
the community
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 PatroN

harold JoNes, Brooklyn 
native, frequent visitor to 
central and Flatbush libraries

When Harold Jones retired two 
years ago, he decided it was time 
to learn how to use a computer. He 
enrolled in free classes at BPL, and 
today, Mr. Jones is Mac- and PC-
proficient. He is also an avid reader 
who has used the library in some 
capacity all his life: The library has 
contributed to my education more 
than any school. BPL has been an 
invaluable resource.

Brooklyn Public Library offers many 
programs and events designed to 
help seniors participate more fully in 
the life of their communities. These 
include lectures, films, performances 
and classes that reflect the diverse 
interests of Brooklyn’s older adults.
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Nidhi JalaN, former 
PowerUP! Business Plan  
competition winner, owner  
of Masala Mama

The Library gave me the motivation 
and knowledge to write a plan for 
my business and then gave me the 
funding to launch it. 

For over 10 years, BPL’s Business 
& Career Library has hosted 
the PowerUP! Business Plan 
Competition with support from 
Citi Foundation, offering Brooklyn 
entrepreneurs the chance to win up 
to $15,000 for their start-ups. 

PowerUP! WiNNer
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 techNoloGy resoUrce  
sPecialist

The T4 program changed me as  
an individual. It helped me perceive 
the world and my life in a different 
perspective. It opened paths for me  
that I didn’t even imagine. I was  
able to build a professional network 
through the program and eventually  
it became a family to me.

The T4 program made me realize that I 
was great at helping others, whether by 
teaching or just giving a little knowledge.

The Today’s Teens, Tomorrow’s 
Techies (T4) program teaches digital 
skills to students 14 to 18 and prepares 
them for volunteer positions at BPL, 
where they help patrons make use 
of the Library’s many free technology 
resources.

shaBriNa toMa, 
t4 graduate and technology 
resource specialist at the 
shelby White and leon levy 
information commons
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The public library helped me develop my 
love of learning and passion for reading 
fiction and nonfiction. As a professional 
librarian, I am proud that our library is 
a center for social services, a workshop for 
budding artists and writers, a quiet locale 
for chess players to hone their skills, a safe 
place for children to interact with their 
peers and grow intellectually and a mecca 
for scholars and casual readers who seek 
books, DVDs and magazines to enlighten  
and entertain them.

Brooklyn Public Library is the nation’s 
fifth-largest library system, with 60 
branches located throughout the borough. 
Brooklynites visit our libraries to learn, to 
be entertained and to connect with their 
neighbors. Our librarians and staff develop 
programs that serve Brooklynites of all 
ages, from every walk of life. 

eleaNor BUkoWsky,  
a native Brooklynite and  
librarian at Midwood  
library for over 20 years

liBrariaN
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oUtreach services

steFaNi s., student and  
stay-at-home mom

Stefani visits Central Library to  
participate in the Televisit program.

This is a great program. I think 
it’s family-oriented and they 
accommodate us. This is my fiancé’s 
first child and he left when our baby 
was only 2 months old. 

Stefani also brings her fiancé’s  
elderly mother to the library for 
Televisits.

I think this program is fantastic.  
My fiancé looks forward to these 
visits with our son.

In April 2014, Outreach Services  
set aside a room in Central Library 
for children to read books with their 
incarcerated parents through a live 
video feed. These visits are designed 
to foster stronger bonds between 
parent and child. All sessions are free 
and aim to supplement, not replace, 
in-person visits. 



Fiscal year 2013Fiscal year 2014

Fy 2013 total eXPeNses  
in thousands 

●  22% Central Library 
●  67%  Neighborhood Libraries 
●  6% Special Programs 
●  4%  Management and General 
●  1% Fundraising 

$130,816 $146,333

Fy 2013 total reveNUe  
& sUPPort in thousands 

●  59% City of New York 
●  8% State and Federal Govt. 
●  3% Contributions 
●  22%  Contributed Facilities  

& Utilities 
●  3% Net Investment Income 
●  5% Other 

$136,469

Fy 2014 total eXPeNses  
in thousands 

●  22% Central Library 

●  66%  Neighborhood Libraries 
●  6% Special Programs 
●  4%  Management and General 
●  2% Fundraising 

$144,590

Fy 2014 total reveNUe  
& sUPPort in thousands 

●  61% City of New York 
●  6% State and Federal Govt. 
●  2% Contributions 
●  23% Contributed Facilities  
  & Utilities 
●  4% Net Investment Income 
●  3% Other 

FiNaNcial ratios

Fiscal Year 2014 Fiscal Year 2013 Fiscal Year 2012

Total Operating 
Expenses

$  in 000s % $ in 000s % $   in 000s %

Central Library 30,122 22% 29,163 22% 29,992 22%

Neighborhood 
Libraries

90,670 66% 87,136 67% 90,029 68%

Special Programs 7,710 6% 7,425 6% 7,661 6%

Management and 
General

5,887 4% 5,463 4% 4,671 3%

Fundraising 2,079 2% 1,629 1% 1268 1%

$ 136,469 100% $130,816 100% $   130,621 100%

Total Revenue & Support

City of New York 88,398 61% 85,705 59% 86,081 63%

State and Federal 
Govt

9,278 6% 12,055 8% 10,933 8%

Contributions 3,008 2% 3,786 3% 3,621 3%

Contributed  
Facilities & Utilities

33,721 23% 33,041 22% 32,316 24%

Net Investment 
Income

5,252 4% 4,255 3% (587) -1%

Other 4,933 3% 7,491 5% 4,429 3%

$ 144,590 100% $146,333 100%   $   137,095 100%

14  

BPL by the numbers

The accompanying statement of financial position was taken from the audited  financial statements as of and for the year ending  
June 30, 2014, for Brooklyn Public Library. 

For a complete  copy of the audited financial statements, please write to: 
Finance Department, Brooklyn Public Library, 10 Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, NY  11238
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coNsolidated stateMeNts oF FiNaNcial PositioN in thousands

June 30, 2014 June 30, 2013

Assets

Cash And Cash Equivalents $ 14,938   $  33,006

Receivables, Net 6,543 7,538

Investments 39,942 28,987

Due From Broker 32,512

Property And Equipment, Net 27,775 25,132

Other Assets 77 100

89,275 127,275

Liabilities and Net Assets

Accounts payable, accrued expenses and advance $   5,393  $     6,736

Accrued wages and related liabilities 11,284 10,734

Due to broker 24,744

Loan payable 995

Deferred revenue 1,585 19,161

Total liabilities 18,262 62,370

Net assets:

Unrestricted

Corporate 53,540 51,807

Board-designated for  
building renovation

5,000

Board-designated for use in next fiscal year 5,939 5,939

Total Unrestricted 64,479 57,746

Temporarily restricted 4,026 4,656

Permanently restricted 2,508 2,503

Total net assets 71,013 64,905

$89,275 $127,275
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coNsolidated stateMeNts oF activities in thousands

Unrestricted Temporarily 
Unrestricted

Permanently 
Unrestricted

Total Unrestricted Temporarily 
Unrestricted

Permanently 
Unrestricted

Total

Operating support and  
revenues:

City of New York $ 88,398 $ 88,398 $ 85,705 $ 85,705

State of New York 7,066 7,066 6,763 6,763

Federal government 1,136 1136 2,114 2,114

Contribution income 1,198 1,804 3,002 1,086 1,828 2,914

Purchase discount reimburse-
ment contribution

1,169 1,169 1,098 1,098

Contributed facilities and utilities 33,301 33,301 32,722 32,722

Net investment income 1,345 157 1,502 1,277 123 1,400

Contributed goods and services 420 420 319 319

Special events, net of direct ben-
efit to donors of $97 and $75 in 
2014 and 2013, respectively

406 406 392 392

Fines, royalties and other revenue 3,277 3,277 2,829 2,829

137,716 1,961 139,677 134,305 1,951 136,256

Net assets released from  
restrictions for operations

2,267 (2,267) 0 2,373 (2,373) 0

Total operating revenues and 
support

139,983 (306) 139,677 136,678 (422) 136,256

Operating expenses:

Program services:

Central library 30,122 30,122 29,163 29,163

Neighborhood libraries 90,670 90,670 87,136 87,136

Special programs 7,710 7,710 7,425 7,425

Total program services 128,502 128,502 123,724 123,724

Supporting services:

Management and general  5,888 5,888 5,463 5,463

Fund-raising 2,079 2,079 1,629 1,629

Total supporting services 7,967 7,967 7,092 7,092

Total operating expenses 136,469 136,469 130,816 130,816

Change in net assets from  
operating

3514 (306) 3,208 5,862 (422) 5,440

Non-operating activities:

Grants and contributions 1,076 1 1,077 3,178 867 4,045

Permanently restricted  
contributions

5 5 5 5

Insurance Proceeds 165 165 3,185 3,185

Loss on disposal of fixed assets (84) (84) (13) (13)

Depreciation (2,013) (2,013) (1,630) (1,630)

Investment gains (losses) not  
designated for current operations

3,356 394 3,750 2,594 261 2,855

Net assets released from  
restrictions for capital  
expenditures

719 (719) 0 1,745 (1,745) 0

Change in net assets from  
non-operating activities

 3,219 (324) 5 2,900 9,059 (617) 5 8,447

Change in net assets 6,733 (630) 5 6,108 14,921 (1,039) 5 13,887

Net assets – July 1 57,746 4,656 2,503 64,905 42,825 5,695 2,498 51,018

Net assets – June 30 $64,479 $4,026 $2,508 $ 71,013  $ 57,746 $4,656 $2,503 $ 64,905
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Donors
Fy 2014 doNors

$1,000,000+ 

Carnegie Corporation of New York*

$100,000+ 

Altman Foundation*
Booth Ferris Foundation*
Charles H. Revson Foundation*
Citi Foundation
FINRA Investor Education Foundation*
The Hearst Foundation, Inc.*
Martha A. & Robert S. Rubin
The Morris and Alma Schapiro Fund*
The National Trust for Historic  
 Preservation*
New York Life Foundation*

$50,000+

Henry and Lucy Moses Fund, Inc.
Joseph Leroy and Ann C. Warner Fund*
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
The Pinkerton Foundation
Susan & David Marcinek

$25,000+

Anonymous
Ambrose Monell Foundation
American Express Company
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
Charina Endowment Fund
Con Edison
Stephanie & Timothy Ingrassia
Robin K. & Jay L. Lewis
Mikhail Prokhorov Foundation
National Grid Foundation

$15,000+ 

Astoria Bank
The Durst Organization, L.P.
Miriam Katowitz & Arthur Radin
Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc.
Macy’s
Janet & David Offensend
Williams
Zipcar, Inc.

$10,000+ 

Anonymous
BET Networks
Cantor Fitzgerald/BGC Partners
Citibank, N.A.
Nina Collins
Anthony W. Crowell
The David Geffen Foundation
ELSAM Fund
Epstein Teicher Philanthropies
Karen A. and Kevin W. Kennedy  
 Foundation
Leon Levy Foundation
Jeanine & Michael Liburd
Maimonides Medical Center
New York State Council on the Arts
James J. O’Toole
Denise & Mike Reiss
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary  
 Charitable Trust
Sandra & Peter Schubert
Robin Shanus & Stephen Merkel
Sills Family Foundation
Tiger Baron Foundation
Verizon Foundation

$5,000+ 

Anonymous
Beatty Harvey Coco Architects, LLP
Berlin Rosen Ltd.
Pamela Brier & Peter Aschkenasy
Mary Dixie Carter & Stephen Kempf
Constance & Henry Christensen III
Crystal & Company
Doul Construction Corp.
 The Edith Glick Shoolman  
 Children’s Foundation
Jennifer & Steven Eisenstadt
EMC Corporation
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation
Eliza & Jason Factor
Leigh Feldman
Blake W. & Andrew Foote
Forest City Ratner Companies
Rachel & Benjamin Geballe
The Grainger Foundation
Jeffrey D. Henigson
Alice Henkin & John Nicolich
Innovative Interfaces, Inc.
Jackson Lewis P.C.
Cindi Leive & Howard Bernstein

Kathryn & Peter Mattis
National Christian Foundation Alabama
Joey O’Loughlin
Park Avenue Building & Roofing  
 Supplies LLC
Penguin Random House LLC
Robertson Foundation
Sheep-Shore Realty Corp.
Dr. and Mrs. Alan & Joyce Smith
Stop & Stor Charitable Fund
TD Bank, N.A.
Dr. Lucille C. Thomas
Toshiko Mori Architect PLLC
Two Trees Management Co., LLC
Amelia & James Wilson
Maureen & Thomas Wipf

$2,500+

Anonymous (2)
Baker & Taylor
Martine Beamon & Edward Joyce
Jenny & Michael Best
Jennie & Jake Blair
Bevin & William R. Cline, Jr.
 Katherine & Luke Fichthorn
Susanne Forsyth & Mark VanWyk
The George Backer Family Foundation, Inc.
Saul Goldhamer
Goldman, Sachs
Elaine Golin
Jacqueline & Nicholas A. Gravante Jr.
Sharon Horowitz
Infogroup
Stacy Kramer & David M. Kramer
Lay Cheng Lee
Sarah & Michael London
Los Blancos
Ryan Medrano
Carol & Gino P. Menchini
Michael Tuch Foundation, Inc.
Moses L. Parshelsky Foundation
Barry M. Okun
Ms. Tina Petridis-Gerling &  
 Dr. Michael Gerling
Tamar Sagher
Marcia Schorr
Dr. and Mrs. Tamer & Elif Seckin
Carla Shen
James Shepard
Jennifer Small & Adam Wolfensohn
St. Francis College
U3 Advisors
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$1,000+

Anonymous (3)
3M Library Systems
Jake Abraham
Albert Penick Fund
Alexandra Alger & Dan Chung
Alliance for Global Justice -  
 Occupy Wall Street
Elizabeth Andrews & Eliot Merrill
 Diane Archer & Stephen Presser
Kristin & Peter Becker
Leslie & Alan Beller
Best of Brooklyn, Inc.
Laura Blady & Barinder Singh
Nancy & Anthony Bowe
Jane Brody Engquist
Sheryl Buchholtz
Sheila Buchholtz Scharfman
Dr. Elaine Buckberg &  
 Mr. Timothy Helwick
Richard Buery
Neil S. Calet
Maria Luisa Canovas & Mark D. Cole
Becky & Matt Carpenter
Deirdre A. Carson
Mildred & John Casson
Albert X. Chiu
Amanda & Greg Clayman
Francesca Connolly & Marc Agger
Margery Cooper & Neil M. Corwin
Jodi & Eric Corngold
Corwin Family Charitable Foundation
John Coyne
Carla E. Craig & Stuart D. Freedman
Katharine & Peter Darrow
Dr. and Mrs. David & Joanna Dosik
Liz Atler & Charles Duhigg
Paula & Hayden Dunbar
Eastern DataComm, Inc.
EBSCO Information Services
EisnerAmper
Ann & Dwight Ellis
Joshua Engleman
Eric V. Eve
Erika L. Faust & Colin Gardner
Judith & Alan Fishman
Roseann Fodera
Lizanne Fontaine & Bob Buckholz
Vicky Free
Samantha K. Garbus
 Virginia & Michael Genereux
Jeffrey M. Gennette

Barbara Germack
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of  
 American History
Betsy & Davidson Goldin
Rebecca & Brian Gray
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Lara Gruber
Margaret L. Hagen
Laura Hansen & Jim Stubbs
Ethan & Ryan Hawke
HBO
Lisa E. Heller & Orlando Bagwell
Glenn Hirshon
Honey & Wax Booksellers
Yong-Ja Howery
J.P. Morgan
Michele & David Joerg
Linda E. Johnson
Betty & Stephen Kahn
Marianne L. Kerry
Gar Sum Koo-Tse
Kristin Kubiak Ratner & Austin G. Ratner
Phyllis & Edward Kwalwasser
L.E. Phillips Family Foundation, Inc.
Carrie & Michael Lamb
Kerri & Kevin Langlais
Krista & Jay Leahy
Dr. Wendy A. Lebowitz & Mr. Joel T. 
Nowak
Lemberg Foundation, Inc.
Karen A. Levine
Carol & Robert Linn
Susan London
Donna Long
Anthony A. Manheim
Barbara Marcus & Michael Pollack
Leslie Marshall & Mauro Premutico
Jerri & Tom Mayer
The McCance Foundation Trust
Dr. Therese McGinn
Patrick McMahon
Sophie McNeill
Midwest Tape
Elizabeth A. Morrow
Laura Nelsen & Michelle Adams
Dinah Nissen
Eliot Nolen & Tim Bradley
Jennifer & Malcolm Nolen
Norman Foundation
NSP Enterprises, Inc.
Open Society Foundations
Mark Pawlak

Pharos Systems International Inc.
Gina Podesta & David Stephens
Stuart I. Post & Christopher Kelley
Rachel Ratner & Richard Greenspan
Neil Readwin
Susan & William Rifkin
Ms. Tamara Rocha & Dr. Luis B. Fernandez
Sophia Romero-Schwartz &  
 Daniel Schwartz
Amy & Gregory Rowland
Teresa Scanlon
Elizabeth Scheines & Ron Elton
Esther Schwalb & David Haase
Peter Shapiro
Peter Sherwin
Daria Shishkin
Dr. Loren Skeist
Ellynne Skove
Margaret G. Smith
Peter A. Smith
Laurence T. Sorkin
Christine A. Spadaro & Rick Lodewick
Krista Stack & Neal Pawar
Stephanie R. Steinberg &  
 Daniel E. Schachter
George Stewart
Philip Strongin
Summit Academy Charter School
Josephine & Philip Teverow
Erin Texeira & Kevin Davis
Dr. Dushana Triola & Dr. Marc Triola
United Way of New York City
Lloyd Westerman
Victoria Westhead & John Levy
Sally Williams-Allen & Wids DeLaCour
Chelsia Wong
Mandy & James Wynn
Yoswein New York, Inc.
Francesca Zaccheo & David Shaw
Zeldin Family Foundation

$500+

Sarah & David Abramowitz
Matthew Alschen
Gigi Amateau
Christina & Steven J. Armieri
Victoria B. Bailey
Frank K. Bamberger
Susan S. & Benjamin Baxt
Sarah E. Benesch
Abbe Bershatsky
Leon J. Bijou

Donors
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Nancy & Michael Black
Louis H. Blumengarten
Ellen Bogolub & Neil Friedman
Belle Bonder
Andrea R. Bozzo & John Martinez
 Kate Brash
Dr. Michael Brody
Lewis Burke
Sarah S. Burnes & Sebastian Heath
Moshe Burstein
Kwanza Butler
C.D.E. Air Conditioning Co., Inc.
Dena C. & Charles Capetanakis
Cengage Learning Group
Iris Chiu
Joanna & Kevin Costantino
Ashley Cotton
Ellen & Chris Covas
Pamela Crandall & Michael J. Peninger
Matthew Crosby
Elizabeth G. Crowell & Robert Wilson
Maria da Costa
Peter D. Dechiara
Edward Diaz
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership
Edward Drayton
Drywall Concepts Builders, Inc.
Margaret H. Einhorn & Michael C. Lasky
Nicholas Eisenman
Camilla Enders & James Bernfield
Hallie Eng
Federation of Italian American  
 Organizations of Brooklyn
The Honorable Alice Fisher Rubin & Mr. 
Lowell Rubin
Mary & Robert Frenzel-Berra
Diane & Eric Fung
Mary Rose Gasner
Linda Gibbs & Thomas L. McMahon
Marilyn Go & Richard H. Dolan
Dana K. Goldberg & David M. Woloch
Johanna Goldfeld & Bradley M. Rank
Hilarie M. Goodenough
Roberta & Michael Gordon
Karen Nelson & Daniel L. Greenberg
 Greenebuild, LLC
Linda Hacker
Billy Hall
Elizabeth Hansen
Susannah & Spencer Harrington
China & Michael Hoffman
Melissa Hsiung & David Packer
Shari C. Hyman & Daniel Horwitz

Richard W. Hulbert
Infor
Investors Bank
Michael Jackson
Barbara A. Janowitz & Peter Entin
Katya Jestin & Kit Roane
Magda Jimenez-Train & Patrick 
Train-Gutierrez
Lauren Kapp
Zsuzsanna Karasz & John Lipsky
Anne O. & John W. Karl
John Kent
David N. Lafleur
Lectorum Publications, Inc.
Dr. Charles Lee & Mr. Gary Boston
Janet Lee
Robin E. Lester-Kenton & William Kenton
Irina Likhtina
Jeffrey Locke
Stuart Loeser
Maureen E. Mahon
Marlene & Kenneth W. Malamy
Caroline Marshall & Clay Miller
Jimena Martinez & Michael Hirschhorn
Lexy Mayers & David Lesser
Elizabeth G. & Michael Mayers
Kathleen McGee & Joel Kress
Dr. Amit Mehta & Ms. Marci Lucia
Cassandra & Lloyd Metz
Robin Michaelson & David Mack
Jeanette Moy
 Eric Munson
Ellen Murphy
Brad Negbaur
George Neuman
New York City Global Partners, Inc.
Elyse Newman & Ben S. Dolnick
Glenn Newman
Jacqueline & Kevin Nickelberry
Nidetch Electric Co., Inc.
Donald S. Owings
Evelyn & Norman Padnos
Paul Parkhill
Jane Patrick
Elise Pettus
Robert Potter
Myles Presler
Rita Rasmussen
Rochelle & Ron Rauchberg
Angela M. Reed
Andrea & Joshua Reibel
Richard Reyes-Gavilan
Eve & Brett Robinson

Julie & Joseph J. Romano
Debbie & Jonathan Rosen
Ansley Samson & Dennis Gephardt
Julia Saunders & Governor Tipton
Ann Schaetzel & Richard Bogart Barber
Elizabeth H. & Jerome B. Schneewind
Carlo A. Scissura
Jane A. & Anthony P. Scotto
Dr. Paula Silver
Dr. and Mrs. Robert & Wonza Sinclair
Marilyn Singer & Steven Aronson
Mimi & Richard A. Somerby
Ellen E. & Gary I. Squire
Lenore & Peter D. Sternlight
Jean Stewart
Barbara Swartz
Christina Tettonis
Grace & John Timberlake
 Sherman Tsui
Louise Verdemare-Alfano
Catherine Waelder Weiss & Ronald Weiss
Sarah Weir & Peter Grossman
Jennifer Wheary & Paul Walker
Dawn S. Wheatley & Bruce Schaller
Betsy & Edward Wheeler
Jennifer R. Williams
Naarah Williams
Kate Zuckerman & Simon Lipskar
Elisa Zuritsky & Jordan Barowitz

$250+

Noreen & Derek Adler
Gabrielle Anderson
Denise Andreu
Ellen & Enrique A. Arana
Alexandra Atkins & Michael Poole
Jami Attenberg
Janet S. Axelrod
Marcia & Michael Beck
Therese Bernbach
Diahann Billings-Burford &  
 Rodney Burford
Barry Blecher
Jill Bloch
Mary & Thomas Boast
Pamela & Jack Bolen
Dr. Elizabeth L. Bradley
Park Bramhall
Mark Brennan
Jocelyn Brown
Sarah Burleson
Nick Burry
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Jeff Butler
Thomas Cahill
Christine Calliste
 Barbara & Mark Cane
Frances B. & Gerhard A. Caroll
Tracy Chapman
Samuel Charney
Glena Cheng
Jennifer R. Cole
Marjorie & William Coleman
Ingrid & Tim Conley-Abrams
Guillermina V. Cox
Casey J. Davison
Katherine Degn
DeLaCour Family Foundation
Claudia DeMegret
Rena Deutsch
JoAnne K. & Duane K. Devries
Erin Dodd & Richard Baumert
Erika Doering
Ran Dong
Lynn M. & William Douglass
Hazel-Ann Dunbar
Deborah & Gabriel Duran
Anthony Econom
Daniel P. Ehrenhaft
Adam Eisenberg
Felice Ekelman
Justin Elga
Carolyn T. Ellis & H. Wise
Kathleen V. & Ronald L. Ellis
Sarah Engebretsen
Kate Engelbrecht
Rosalie Fadem
Marisa Farina & Anthony Bertoldo
Anne Feigus & Alan Aviles
The Honorable Anne G. Feldman
Jill & Joe Fergus
Paula & Edward Fichtner
Mark Foggin
Elizabeth A. Franks
 Adelino R. Franquinha
Nora Freeman
Dr. Sharon A. Friedberg
Ann & Mark Gallops
Karen Geer
Erik Goetze
Andrew H. Goldberg
Peter W. Goldstein
Rachel Goodman & Michael Reifman
Jennifer Gordon
Mary & Robert H. Gow
Mary M. Graham
Jean & Tim Greene
Diane & William Greer
Brian A. Griffith
Lisa Grumet & Mark H. Daly

Daniel Halpern
Karen Halteman
Esther Han
Laurel Hart
Melanie J. Hartzog
Mary E. Hatch & Mark Goldfield
Foster N. Henry
Christopher Heydt
Winthrop Hoyt
Christopher Hrones
Ani F. Hurwitz
Christina Hwang
Sunny H. Hwang & James A. MacDonald
David Ibrahim
Satinder Jawanda & Amitabha Bose
Laura R. Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Alka Khushalani
Martina Klich
Tobin Kovacs
Joan & Albert Kronick
Katherine & Vijay Kumar
Ms. Betsy Lampert Minkin &  
 Rabbi Joshua Minkin
Jennifer Landry & John E. Kilgore
Jennifer Lara
Richard Lefkowitz
Steven Lefler
Deidre E. Leipziger & Phyllis Arnold
Joan & Gregg Lerner
Elena Lesser Bruun & Nils Bruun
Samantha Levin
Kenneth W. Liebman
Nancy Livingston
May F. Louie
Maureen & George T. Lynch
Kristie & Eldred Maduro
Dana Magee
Howard F. Mandel
Joanna Maravel
Jean R. Matoi
Lucy Mayo
Dave Mazzoli
Mary McGregor & Eric Schultz
Lisa Mielke
Timothy Milford
Gail H. Miller
Karen L. Mintzer
Lauren Miura
Barbara & Richard Moore
Ellen S. & Daniel J. Muller
Joseph P. Murin
Courtney Murphy
Rosario Murphy & Michael Salvatore
Michael Murray
Asha & Devdutt Nayak
Regina M. Neal & Michael Ambrosio

Max Nicholas
Sherry L. Norris & John Bauman
Sharon A. Nugent
Elizabeth A. O’Hara
Doris Ohlsen
Suzanne O’Keefe & Douglas Martin
Joseph Orlowski
Gail & Gregory M. Otis
 P.S. 376 The Felisa Rincón de Gautier 
School of Technology
David Padrino
Rosamund Palmer & Miles H. Portek
Ami Paradise
Nicholas D. Patacsil
Robert L. Payne
Westley Pemberton
Performing Arts Foundation Inc.
Jeanette Pertz & Stuart Pertz
Shelley Pfaendler
Ellen & Philip J. Phillips
Michael Phillips
Harriet S. Plaskow
Diana M. Plunkett
Ed Porras
Lise L. Porter
Helen Ramsey McShane
Susan & Peter Restler
Peter H. Rider
Adam Ring
Jeremy Robbins
Renee & Seymour Rogoff
Eric Rothfeder
Craig Rowin
Raezelle & Bernard Rubin
William Ryder
Karthik Sankaran
Mike Saris
Beth I. Schneider & Steve McFarland
Leslie & Andrew Schultz
Meryl Schwartz & David Weinraub
John Sedgwick
Rashid Shabazz
Nirav Shah
Elizabeth Sharp
Christy Sheehan
 Stephen Shefsky
Sheethal & Tokumbo Shobowale
Susan & Lawrence I. Sills
Lisa Simon
Marla Simpson
Patricia J.S. Simpson
Amanda Sinclair
Amy M. Slagle
Raynor A. Smith
Beverly Solochek
Seth R. Solomonow
Mark S. Soroka

Donors
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Louise & Melvyn Spain
Helen & Robert J. Spontak
Richard Stohlman
Harriet Stollman
Lahnie Strange
Kathleen & Michael Stringer
Doris & Barry Strugatz
Susan & T. Dennis Sullivan
Angela A. Sun
Marco Tan
The Tang Fund
Anne & Joseph Taranto
Ellen Tarlow
Constance Thatcher
Dr. Jeanne F. Theoharis
Laura Trevelyan & James Goldston
Valerie Valmont
Amy Roth & Alexander Villari
Alison Washabaugh
Chloe R. Wasserman & Adam Mansky
Robin Wasserman
Alison Weaver & Jeffrey I. Martin
Kathy & Gordon Weil, III
Dr. Neil Weinberg
Ellen P. & Donald G. Weir
Galen & Michael Weiser
 Dr. Rosamond Welchman
Donna T. & Robert W. Whiteford
Severin Wirz
John Woods
Catherine L. & Thomas A. Wornom
Melodie Young
Regina Zhu
Angela Zyskowski & Frank J. Fogarty 

Bequests
Estate of Herbert H. Ihl
Estate of Clifford Jackson
Estate of Frances Claire Reville
Estate of David Schlemmer Smith
Friends Groups of Brooklyn Public Library
Friends of Bay Ridge Library
Friends of Brooklyn Heights Library
Friends of Dyker Heights Library
Friends of Gerritsen Library
Friends of Greenpoint Library
Friends of Kings Bay Library
Friends of Mill Basin Library
Friends of New Utrecht Library
Friends of Park Slope Library
Friends of Sheepshead Bay Library
Friends of Sunset Park Library
Government Grants
Institute of Museum and Library Services 
National Endowment for the Arts 

National Human Genome Research  
 Institute, National Institutes of Health
National Telecommunications &  
 Information Administration
New York City Center for Economic  
 Opportunity
New York City Mayor’s Office of  
 Adult Education
New York State Coordinated  
 Outreach Services Program
New York State Council on the Arts
New York State Education Department
New York State Library
The City of New York 
The State of New York
In-Kind Donations
BRIC Arts Media
Brooklyn Academy of Music
Brooklyn Boulders
Brooklyn Bowl
Brooklyn Children’s Museum
Brooklyn Swirl
Cablevision
Chronicle Books
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Cumberland Packing
Dechert LLP
Jennifer Egan
Fairway Market
Feld Entertainment
First Second Books
Friends of Jane’s Carousel
Fund for Public Schools
Greenlight Bookstore
Harper Collins
Jazz at Lincoln Center
JetBlue Airways
Karen A. Kennedy
Dorothy Koppelman
Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund
Cindi Leive & Howard Bernstein
Little, Brown and Company
Macy’s
Naturally Delicious
Nestle Pure Life
NETS Basketball
NYC Bike Share, LLC
Penguin Random House, LLC
Prospect Park Alliance
Prospect Park Zoo
Reynard’s at the Wythe Hotel
Reading is Fundamental
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Simon and Schuster
Theatre for a New Audience
The Moth

Time Warner Cable
Waterfront Wines & Spirits
Wythe Hotel
Matching Gifts
American Express Gift Matching Program
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift 
Program
Google Matching Gifts Program
iStar Financial
Perry Capital LLC Matching Gift Company
Random House, Inc. Matching  
 Gift Program
Whitman Circle
Kristin & Peter Becker
Jenny & Michael Best
Imogen Bevin Cline & William R. Cline, Jr.
Jennie & Jake Blair
Maria Luisa Canovas & Mark D. Cole
Nina Collins & Cliff Perlman
Joanna & David Dosik
Paula & Hayden Dunbar
Katherine & Luke Fichthorn
Blake & Andrew S. Foote
Elaine Golin
Rebecca L. & Brian Gray
Lisa E. Heller & Orlando Bagwell
Katya Jestin & Kit Roane
Michel & David Joerg
Martine M. Beamon & Edward J. Joyce
Miriam E. Katowitz & Arthur Radin
Carrie & Michael Lamb
Jeanine & Michael Liburd
Sarah & Michael London
Susan & David Marcinek
Kathryn & Peter Mattis
Carol & Gino P. Menchini
Janet & David Offensend
Stuart I. Post & Christopher Kelley
Sophia Romero-Schwartz &  
 Daniel Schwartz
Amy & Gregory Rowland
Sandra & Peter Schubert
Robin Shanus & Stephen Merkel
Susanne Forsyth & Mark VanWyk
Maurenn E. & Thomas G. Wipf
Jennifer Small & Adam Wolfensohn

* Indicates a multi-year gift
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oFFicers

Nicholas A. Gravante, Jr., Chair

Miriam Katowitz, Vice Chair

Kyle Kimball, Vice Chair

Peter Aschkenasy, Treasurer

Robin Shanus, Secretary

eX-oFFicio MeMBers & 
desiGNated rePreseNtatives 

Hon. Bill de Blasio 
Mayor of the City of New York

Hon. Eric Adams 
President of the Borough of Brooklyn 
Represented by Ingrid Lewis-Martin

Hon. Melissa Mark-Viverito 
Speaker of the New York City Council    
Represented by Reginald D. Shell

Hon. Scott M. Stringer 
Comptroller of the City of New York 
Represented by Gregory Davidzon

MeMBers

Jordan Barowitz

Michael Best

Nina Collins

Anthony W. Crowell

Joseph I. Douek

Jeff Gennette

Hank Gutman

Cindi Leive

Michael Liburd

Susan Marcinek

Gino P. Menchini

Kim-Thu Posnett

Lisa Price

Hon. Alice Fisher Rubin

Sandra Schubert

Christina Tettonis

Dr. Lucille C. Thomas

Antonia Yuille Williams

Linda E. Johnson

President & CEO

Photography  Gregg Richards / Philip Greenberg / Stephen Mallon / Lauren Restivo

Board of Trustees
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Central Library 
10 Grand Army Plaza  
718.230.2100

Arlington Library 
203 Arlington Avenue  
718.277.6105 

Bay Ridge Library 
7223 Ridge Boulevard  
718.748.5709

Bedford Library  
496 Franklin Avenue  
718.623.0012 

Borough Park Library  
1265 43rd Street  
718.437.4085

Brighton Beach Library 
16 Brighton First Road  
718.946.2917 

Brooklyn Heights Library  
280 Cadman Plaza West  
718.623.7100

Brower Park Library 
725 St. Marks Avenue  
718.773.7208 

Brownsville Library  
61 Glenmore Avenue  
718.498.9721

Bushwick Library 
340 Bushwick Avenue  
718.602.1348

Business & Career Library 
280 Cadman Plaza West  
718.623.7000

Canarsie Library 
1580 Rockaway Parkway  
718.257.6547

Carroll Gardens Library 
396 Clinton Street  
718.596.6972 

Clarendon Library 
2035 Nostrand Avenue  
718.421.1159 

Clinton Hill Library 
380 Washington Avenue  
718.398.8713

Coney Island Library 
1901 Mermaid Avenue  
718.265.3220

Cortelyou Library 
1305 Cortelyou Road  
718.693.7763

Crown Heights Library  
560 New York Avenue  
718.773.1180 

Cypress Hills Library  
1197 Sutter Avenue  
718.277.6004 

DeKalb Library  
790 Bushwick Avenue  
718.455.3898

Dyker Library 
8202 13th Avenue  
718.748.6261

East Flatbush Library 
9612 Church Avenue  
718.922.0927

Eastern Parkway Library 
1044 Eastern Parkway  
718.953.4225

Flatbush Library 
22 Linden Boulevard  
718.856.0813

Flatlands Library 
2065 Flatbush Avenue  
718.253.4409

Fort Hamilton Library 
9424 Fourth Avenue  
718.748.6919

Gerritsen Beach Library 
2808 Gerritsen Avenue 
 718.368.1435

Gravesend Library  
303 Avenue X  
718.382.5792

Greenpoint Library 
107 Norman Avenue  
718.349.8504

Highlawn Library  
1664 West 13th Street  
718.234.7208

Homecrest Library 
2525 Coney Island Avenue  
718.382.5924

Jamaica Bay Library  
9727 Seaview Avenue  
718.241.3571 

Kensington Library  
4207 18th Avenue  
718.436.0545 

Kings Bay Library  
3650 Nostrand Avenue  
718.368.1709

Kings Highway Library 
2115 Ocean Avenue  
718.375.3037 

Leonard Library 
81 Devoe Street  
718.486.3365

MaconLibrary 
361 Lewis Avenue  
718.573.5606

Mapleton Library 
1702 60th Street  
718.256.2117 

Marcy Library 
617 DeKalb Avenue

McKinley Park Library 
6802 Fort Hamilton Parkway  
718.748.8001

MidwoodLibrary 
975 East 16th Street  
718.252.0967

Mill Basin Library  
2385 Ralph Avenue  
718.241.3973

NewLotsLibrary 
665 New Lots Avenue  
718.649.0311

New Utrecht Library  
 1743 86th Street  
718.236.4086

Pacific Library 
25 Fourth Avenue  
718.638.1531

Paerdegat Library 
850 East 59th Street  
718.241.3994

Park Slope Library 
431 Sixth Avenue  
718.832.1853

Red Hook Library 
7 Wolcott Street  
718.935.0203

Rugby Library 
1000 Utica Avenue  
718.566.0054

Ryder Library 
5902 23rd Avenue  
718.331.2962

Saratoga Library 
8 Thomas S. Boyland Street  
718.573.5224

Sheepshead Bay Library 
2636 East 14th Street  
718.368.1815

Spring Creek Library 
12143 Flatlands Avenue  
718.257.6571

Stone Avenue Library 
581 Mother Gaston Boulevard  
718.485.8347

Sunset Park Library  
5108 Fourth Avenue  
718.567.2806

Ulmer Park Library  
2602 Bath Avenue  
718.265.3443

Walt Whitman Library 
93 St. Edwards Street  
718.935.0244

Washington Irving Library 
360 Irving Avenue  
718.628.8378

Williamsburgh Library 
240 Division Avenue  
718.302.3485

Windsor Terrace Library 
160 East Fifth Street  
718.686.9707

Branches
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Follow us!

6696.AR


