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the plaza at central library sees its share of 

excitement throughout the year: concerts, block 
parties, dance-offs and more. but there’s nothing quite like the 
kickoff to Summer reading.

every year on chancellor’s day, thousands of children and 
families flock to central for a daylong celebration of literacy 
and learning. the students sing, dance and shout for joy. they 
marvel at magic tricks and cheer on puppeteers and jugglers. 
When they leave, their painted faces are smiling and their 
temporarily tattooed arms are full of books.

this year, more than one thousand brooklynites registered
for the Summer reading program on chancellor’s day, with 
thousands more joining them in the following weeks. these 
young people and their caregivers took an important step 
toward preventing “summer slide,” the loss of literacy skills 
suffered by students who do not read while school is out 
of session.  

Summer reading is essential for success in the classroom and 
in life. but most of all, summer reading is about fun: kids 
visiting the library when they would normally be in school. 
Working parents enjoying some precious alone time under the 
shade of a beach umbrella or a Prospect Park elm. entire days 
spent lost—wonderfully, blissfully adrift—in the magical world 
of harry Potter, the haunting landscapes of alice Munro, the 
unforgettable brooklyn of betty Smith, edwidge danticat or 
colm tóibín.

Whatever your age, and whichever your genre, brooklyn 
Public Library has you covered. our librarians have packed this 
issue of off the Shelf with recommendations for readers of 
every stripe and pleasure. and remember, it’s not too late for 
the children in your life to join in the fun by registering for 
Summer reading at bklynlibrary.org/Summerreading or in any 
of our 60 branches.

from one summer reader to another: enjoy the rest of the 
season, and see you in the fall!

very truly,

linda e. Johnson 
President & ceo

2016 NatiONaL MedaL  
for museum and Library Service

LetteR 
FROM 
the 
PReSideNt

We won! brooklyn public library 
received the 2016 imls 
national medal for museum & 
library service, the nation’s 
highest honor for libraries. 

the award is a tribute to the thousands 
of staff, volunteers and supporters who 
give so much of themselves to make 
the Library a resource for the entire 

community, leaving no one behind.
bPL earned the National Medal in part 
for the work of our outreach Services 
department, which offers citizenship 
classes for new americans, creative 
aging workshops for older adults,  
an oral history project for veterans  
and the books-to-go program for 
homebound patrons.

check out first Lady Michelle obama congratulating bPL at bklynlib.org/imls-award.
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admit it. Whether you’re lounging in a 
hammock or indulging in a staycation, 
taking in a tome is probably the 
last thing on your mind. then you 
remember: summer reading isn’t just 
for kids! here is a selection of quirky 
works from librarian charisma Lee that 
may help you learn something new or 
introduce you to powerful storytelling. If 
nothing else, you might laugh your way 
through another warm day.

The Antidote: Happiness 
for People Who Can’t 
Stand Positive Thinking
by oliver burkeman

Modern Romance
by aziz ansari 

The Bad Guys Won
by jeff Pearlman

The 34-Ton Bat: The Story 
of Baseball As Told Through 
Bobbleheads, Cracker 
Jacks, Jockstraps, Eye 
Black, & 375 Other Strange 
& Unforgettable Objects 
by Steve rushin

How to Age
by anne karpf 

Daydreams of Angels
by heather o’Neill

Curveball: The Remarkable 
Story of Toni Stone, the 
First Woman to Play 
Professional Baseball in 
the Negro League
by Martha ackmann

Reclaiming Conversation: 
The Power of Talk in a 
Digital Age
by Sherry turkle 

The Star Side of Bird Hill
by Naomi jackson

visit bklyn bookMatch online 
at bklynlibrary.org/bookmatch 
and complete a reader profile 
to get your personalized book 
suggestions today!

bookmatch  
librarian spotlight
charisma lee
aduLt LIbrarIaN 
brookLyN heIghtS LIbrary

before coming to bPL, charisma Lee worked 
abroad as a teacher and translator. a 
polyglot, she is always looking to add to her 
arsenal of languages. charisma joined the 
bookMatch committee because she enjoys 
sharing her finds with other readers.

BaSeBaLL, 
Beach readS & 
Betterment

Pather Panchali © Janus Films

visit our calendar at bklynlibrary.org for more 
events for the whole family!  
hours: M – th 9 – 9 | f 9 – 6  Sa 9 – 6 | Su 1 – 5

brooklyn Public Library hosts cultural events 
throughout the borough, including special 
series and programming at the dr. S. Stevan 
dweck cultural center. join us to ignite your 
curiosity and immerse yourself in art and ideas.

summer series spotlight

gURU  
dUtt & 
Satyajit 
Ray
SUndayS, 3 pM

BPL celebrates the work of two great 
film directors from India. 

Aparajito (Ray, 1956)
August 7

Apur Sansar (Ray, 1959)
August 14

Pyaasa (Dutt, 1957)
August 21

Kagaaz ke Phool (Dutt, 1959)
August 28

Nayak (Ray, 1966)
September 11, 1 pm

Seemabaddha (Ray, 1971)
Sepember 11, 4 pm

a R t S & C ULt URe at 
CeN t R a L L ibR a Ry
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Just a short walk from the rides, waves and 
cotton candy, you’ll find coney island library, 
a branch whose serenity has balanced out the 
bustle of the nearby boardwalk for more than 
100 years. the two-story library, located on 
mermaid avenue and West 19th street, offers 
ample space to learn and play.

on any given day adults can attend a meditative 
exercise class or learn the latest computer 
software. teens can participate in an exciting 
Poetry & Percussion session or play video games 
with friends. Story times for younger kids and art 
classes for older adults abound. and for those 
who just need a quiet place to read a good book, 
nothing beats the second floor, with its gorgeous 
natural light and ocean views.

visitors to the branch will find it hard to believe 
that just a few years ago, coney Island Library 
was devastated by hurricane Sandy. five feet 
of water flooded the branch, and everything in 
it—books, furniture and technology—was lost, 
forcing bPL to close the building for nearly a year. 

bR a NCh SP O t L igh t
but with extensive renovations—made possible 
in part by the aIg disaster relief fund and the 
Mayor’s fund to advance New york city—this 
beautifully updated library rose from its wet 
embers, reopening with a new, modern look 
on october 23, 2013. the renovated branch 
pays tribute to the surrounding neighborhood: 
salvaged planks from the boardwalk were 
incorporated into the ceiling, while a beautiful 
photomural of the beach and amusement park 
was installed on the first floor.

the opportunity to reconfigure the library’s 
interior, adding more public space and meeting 
rooms, resulted in a more inviting atmosphere 
for the community. according to coney Island 
Library circulation supervisor kathleen fowler, 
the renovated branch has been a hit with patrons. 
“just yesterday,” fowlers says, “a woman told 
me that she was sitting upstairs reading and she 
heard the air bubbles from our fish tank, and 
looked around at the plants, and it gave her a 
great feeling just to sit up there and read.”

branch staff visit the nearby boardwalk for lunch 
and genuinely enjoy working in a community 
that has come back stronger than ever from the 

storm. “there was a beautifully run ship here 
when I arrived,” says ben gocker, the recently 
appointed supervising librarian at coney Island. 
“Maybe it’s being by the ocean that makes 
people more laid back here.”

“and we all have the space and freedom to work 
and serve our community,” adds Sharon tidwell, 
a senior librarian who has been with bPL since 
2002 and lives in the neighborhood. “It’s a good 
working environment.”

according to the staff, coney Island Library also 
serves the neighborhood by partnering with 
several local organizations, including brIc, the 
New york city housing authority, Workforce1 
and the National action Network, among others.

“this branch isn’t a tourist attraction like the 
nearby amusement park,” gocker says. “Instead 
we attract a lot of jobseekers, teens, and local 
artists and entrepreneurs who are here for our 
workshops, gaming programs and the brIc 
television studio upstairs. and the community-
based organizations that work with us create the 
type of programs that keep people coming back.”

SoMe of the coNey ISLaNd braNch Staff

coney ISLand 
LIBrary 
Where Leisure & 
Learning ruLe

“Liberty high School students and the coney 
Island beautification Project maintain our 
terrariums,” says kathleen fowler. “and brIc has 
excellent courses, plus a good crowd of budding 
artists borrowing the recording equipment for 
personal projects.”

check out your next beach read, attend a 
class or enjoy the views at coney Island Library 
this summer!

WHaT TO ExpEcT THiS SummEr
WEEKDAYS:  
FrEE SummEr mEAlS 
June 29 – September 4, 1:15 
– 2 pm; ages 18 and under.

BOOK BIKE 
Be on the lookout for BPL’s 
new Book Bike around 
Coney Island all summer!

mOnDAYS: ChESS CluB 
Join our weekly chess club 
and compete in friendly 
contests against other kids 
and teens. New to the game 
and want to learn? We’ll 
help you! All skill levels are 
welcome! 1:30 – 3:30 pm 

TuESDAYS:  
BuIlD WITh lEgO 
Kids; 2 – 3:30 pm

WEDnESDAYS:  
VIDEO PrODuCTIOn 
Teens; 3 – 7 pm; registration 
required.

ThurSDAYS: KIDS TECh 
TImE: WII gAmIng 
Get in the Game this 
Summer with Wii, Board 
Games and Lanyard 
Creation! 2 – 3 pm

FrIDAYS: PrOjECTArT 
ArT WOrKShOPS 
Explore drawing, painting 
and mixed media work; 
materials provided. 2 – 4 
pm; ages 8 – 12; register at 
Information Desk. 
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the summer reading excitement began 
in June and won’t end until the school 
bells ring at the end of the season. your 
neighborhood librarians have planned a full 
calendar of games, films, performances, 
story times and more to keep you “in the 
game” all summer long!

BOOK DISCUSSIONS

the murder of mary russell

by Laurie R. King
Wednesday, august 3, 6:15 pm
arlington Library

how to be both

by Ali Smith
tuesday, august 9, 11 am
Mill basin Library

beekeeper’s apprentice

by Laurie R. King
thursday, august 25, 2 pm
Windsor terrace Library

henna house
by Nomi Eve
Monday, august 29, 2 pm
kings bay Library

a spool of blue thread

by Anne Tyler
tuesday, September 13, 11 am
Mill basin Library

GAMES

chess & checkers club

Challenge fellow patrons to a 
friendly game of chess or checkers! 
Beginners are welcome.
daily Monday – friday, 11 am
jamaica bay Library

summer board gaming

Each week, a librarian will introduce 
a new board game to the group. 
tuesdays, 11 am
Marcy Library

adult recess

Do you miss recess? Play board 
games and tabletop games with us.
thursdays, 6:30 pm
Spring creek Library

WrItING & Art 
WOrKShOPS

flatbush fiction Writing Workshop

This fun, nurturing writing workshop 
is inspired by international 
short-short stories. Open to 
anyone with the desire to write.
tuesdays, 5:30 pm
flatbush Library

Quilting Workshop

Learn to quilt and share quilting 
ideas. Bring your own materials.
tuesdays, 2:30 pm
gerritsen beach Library 

Watercolor Workshop for adults

Learn the techniques of 
watercolor painting.
thursdays, 1 pm
gerritsen beach Library
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SUMMeR  
ReadiNg 
FUN FOR 
eVeRyONe!

 Don’t Forget to reaDD
Splish, Splash Baby (babies)
by karen katz

Boats Go (babies)
by Steve Light

The Busy Body Book (Preschool)
by Lizzy rockwell

Kooky Campout  (k – 1)
by erica farber, huck Scarry (Illus)

Poppy the Pirate Dog (2 – 3)
by Liz kessler, kim Smith (Illus)

Basketballs’ Greatest Players (4 – 5)
by Sydelle kramer

The Brooklyn Nine (Middle School)
by alan gratz

Shadowboxer (high School)
by tricia Sullivan

game on!

join us weekday afternoons 
for board games and other 
fun activities. for kids 6  
and up.
Thursdays, 1 – 2 pm
Bedford Library

Wildlife theater presents 
butterfly boogie

think bugs are gross? think 
again! come learn why 
they’re actually the coolest 
creatures around. 
Monday, August 22  
2 – 3:30 pm
Paerdegat Library

bubbles the clown

celebrate the end of summer 
with bubbles the clown!
Wednesday, August 31  
1 – 2:30 pm
DeKalb Library

Here’s a look at what’s in store for babies, kids and teens this summer; 
visit us online at bklynlibrary.org for more programming near you. 

ask a librarian about 
family programming  
you can enjoy during 
free lunch at your 
neighborhood library.

for more information 
about our summer 
meals program, visit us 
online at bklynlib.org/
summer-meals.

Came for  
the Meals?
Stay for  
the Programs!

 suMMer at BPL: not Just For KiDss 
School may be out for the summer, but kids aren’t the only ones who can take advantage  
of the longer days and beautiful weather. here’s a peek at what bPL librarians have planned for 
the adult crowd. check out bklynlibrary.org/calendar for a full list of summer programming.
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inTrOducing 
the BKLyn 
BooK BIKe

rEdBEard BiKES: 
powered By BpL

bPL’s PoweruP business Plan competition 
has helped launch more than 100 
brooklyn-based businesses since it 
began more than 10 years ago. In 2012, 
redbeard bikes was one of the business 
plan proposals to win a cash prize.

thanks to PoweruP, shop owners kasia and Ilya 
Nikhamin opened a bike shop in duMbo where new 
riders and pros alike feel welcome. Ilya credits PoweruP 
with helping him choose a direction and start asking the 
right questions. “by the time we submitted our business 
plan, redbeard bikes was already open!” he explained.

both kasia and Ilya immigrated to the uS as children 
– from Poland and Moscow respectively – and 
credit the library with helping them adjust to their 
new home. the duo are thrilled to have designed 
bPL’s innovative new mobile library. “It takes all the 
best things in life – books, bikes and brooklyn – 
and combines them into one!” explained kasia.

Learn how bPL can help jump start your business at
bklynlib.org/powerup.

h a P P eNiNg S

brooklyn public library’s books are on the go 
in a fun new way this summer, on our latest 
mobile library—the bklyn book bike! this 
custom-built library-on-wheels is just the latest 
way for bpl librarians and staff to bring library 
services beyond the walls of our 60 branches.

built by the duMbo-based small business 
redbeard bikes, the bkLyN book bike was 
designed to transport books and programming 
supplies to events that cannot accommodate 
bPL’s bookmobile. from beach boardwalks to 
downtown plazas, the book bike allows librarians 
to travel to popular hangouts in order to offer bPL’s 
services in the open air. for example, book bike 
librarians can bring literacy kits to playground 
story hours or copies of the latest bestseller to a 
readers’ advisory session at the brooklyn flea. 
Plus, the book bike is equipped with a mobile 
Wifi hotspot and tablets running bPL’s circulation 
software, meaning anyone can sign up for Library 
cards and check out materials on the spot.

the book bike’s maiden voyage took place in 
early May at, fittingly, bike the branches, the 
Library’s annual borough-wide bike ride and 
fundraiser. according to Nick franklin, an outreach 
services librarian and avid cyclist, bkLyN book 
bike is already gaining fans across the borough. 
“everywhere I rode it, there was a positive reaction,” 
Nick says. “People ran up to take pictures and 
all of them wanted to know how to borrow books 
from the bike. they were really excited about it!”  

hitched to the back of the book bike is a custom-
built cart that unfolds into a set of colorful library 
shelves. the cart is printed with illustrations that 
echo the outside of bPL’s bookmobiles, making 
the bike instantly recognizable. the intent of 
brooklyn illustrator and author adam j. kurtz, 
creator of the eye-catching design, was to draw 
people in. “I think the arrival of the bookmobile 
should be as exciting as the neighborhood ice 
cream truck,” he says, and as it turns out, the 
public has made a similar association. “When 
I went through Prospect Park,” Nick reports, 
“bystanders shouted at me, ‘do you sell ice cream 

from that?’ I parked the book bike next to its older cousin, the 
bookmobile, and the four-year-old kids who had just gotten 
off the carousel flocked straight to the bike. It’s a lot of fun.”

Want to meet the book bike this summer? Pack your beach 
bag! after participating in the Mermaid Parade, the bike will be 
stationed at coney Island Library until mid-july, with occasional 
visits to the New york aquarium and the boardwalk to sign up 
beachgoers for Library cards. for the remainder of the summer 
and fall, the book bike will visit local parks, playgrounds, 
farmers markets and community events throughout brooklyn.

If you see the book bike while you’re out and about in brooklyn, 
stop by and borrow a book—and show some social media love 
to our library-on-wheels using the hashtag #bkLyNbookbike 

happy summer reading (and biking)!
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brooklyn Public Library gratefully acknowledges the generous 
support of our corporate donors.

Central library 
10 grand army Plaza
brooklyn, Ny 11238


