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Agenda 

DATE: October 4, 2017  
TIME: 9:00AM – 2:30PM 

9:00AM Registration & Continental Breakfast Prospect Park 
Lefferts House

9:15AM Teaching with Objects 

Maria Carrasco - VP of Public Programs 

Rafe Shaffer - Supervising Educator, Lefferts Historic House 

10:15AM Break 

10:30AM Grandmother’s Stories 

Maria Carrasco - VP of Public Programs 

Rafe Shaffer - Supervising Educator, Lefferts Historic House 

12:00PM Lunch Brooklyn Public 
Library 3rd Floor 
Trustees Room

12:45PM Connecting Early Brooklyn to Your Curriculum: 
Brooklyn Collection Resources & Lesson Ideas 

Kaitlin Holt – Program Manager 

Jen Hoyer – Brooklyn Connections Educator 

2:15PM Evaluations, & Certificates 

2:30PM Closing 

Colonial Brooklyn:  Early Brooklyn & The American 
Revolution Professional Learning Workshop For Educators 
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About Brooklyn Connections

Brooklyn Connections 
10 Grand Army Plaza 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 
(718) 230-2715
connections@bklynlibrary.org

Brooklyn Connections is the school outreach arm of Brooklyn Public 
Library's Brooklyn Collection. Our signature partnership program 
offers classes rare access to original archival materials while 
completing a customized, standards-based project. In addition, 
Brooklyn Connections supports NYC educators and students 
through professional development workshops, after-school visits 
and online resources. 

Funding for Brooklyn Connections is made possible with generous support from The 
Morris and Alma Schapiro Fund, The Hearst Foundation, Inc., Tiger Baron 
Foundation, Epstein Teicher Philanthropies and the Brooklyn Eagle

Our Educators 

Kaitlin Holt is Brooklyn 
Connections’ program manager. 
Prior to joining Brooklyn Public 
Library in 2013, Kaitlin worked as a 
public programs facilitator at the 
Immigration Museum in Melbourne, 
Australia where she helped patrons 
track down illustrious immigrant 
pasts, and as an educator at the 
British Museum in London, England 
where she frolicked with mummies 
and the Elgin Marbles. She earned 
an M.A. in Museum Studies from 
the University College London and 
B.A. in History from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Kaitlin spends her free time (and 
money) traveling to far corners of 
the earth with her Aussie husband 
and little girl. 
kholt@bklynlibrary.org 

Jen Hoyer is an Educator with 
Brooklyn Connections. She joined 
the team after running a music 
outreach program in South Africa, 
working as a school librarian in 
Montreal, and organizing the 
archives of the oldest public 
lending library in Canada. Jen loves 
helping people realize how 
amazing the history of their 
community is, and when she’s not 
talking about the neat material in 
the Brooklyn Collection, she 
volunteers her time to organize 
programming at Interference 
Archive in Gowanus.  As the team’s 
resident Canadian, Jen firmly 
believes that the alphabet ends 
with the letter “zed”. 
jhoyer@bklynlibrary.org 

Julia Pelaez is Brooklyn 
Connections newest educator. She 
holds a M.A. in Teaching History 
from Bard College and previously 
worked as an educator at the 
American Museum of Natural 
History. Julia advocates for the 
learning-disabled community, which 
she is a part of, to ensure that 
teachers are trained to integrate 
engaging materials and techniques 
to create inclusive classrooms. A 
true Brooklynite, Julia worked in 
both the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
and the New York Aquarium as a 
teen and grew up admiring her 
historical hero, Lady Deborah 
Moody, the founder of Gravesend 
where she has lived most of her life. 
jpelaez@bklynlibrary.org

Brooklyn Collection Archive Tour 
The Brooklyn Collection offers school tours for 4th – 12th grade 
classes, colleges and private groups pending availability. 
Programs include general archival tours or curated research 
sessions. To book a tour contact us via email at 
bcref@bklynlibrary.org or by calling 718.230.2762 

Brooklyn Collection Open Hours 
Feel free to walk in during our open hours to visit our browsing 
collection, view our exhibits and familiarize yourself with our 
materials.

MON: CLOSED 

TUES: 12:30PM – 8:45PM 

WED: 12:30PM – 6:00PM 

THURS: 12:30PM – 8:45PM 

FRI: 9:00AM – 3:00PM 

SAT: 1:00PM – 5:30PM 

SUN: CLOSED 
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Presenter Contact Information 

About Group Visits 
Schools and other groups are 
welcome to visit during public 
hours. Visits are self-guided and 
require a reservation. 
Call (718) 789-2822 x304 for 
more information. 

Lefferts Historic House | One of only 14 farmhouses surviving from 
Brooklyn’s Dutch settlement period, Lefferts Historic House reminds 
visitors of New York’s rural roots.  Now standing on the edge of 
Prospect Park, the house was once a showplace of the village of 
Flatbush and marks an important transition in Dutch American 
architecture.   Built around 1783 the house sheltered the Lefferts 
household for five generations.  The museum serves a primary 
audience of children, families and educators and is dedicated to 
making all of its collections, exhibits, and programs as inclusive, 
accessible, and usable as possible for all members of its broadly 
diverse audience.  Period rooms furnished to reflect daily life in the 
1820s, demonstration gardens and fields, and early American crafts 
help visitors better understand the changes in Brooklyn’s landscape 
since the eighteenth century.  Lefferts Historic House is a New York 
City Landmark and is jointly operated by the Prospect Park Alliance 
and the Historic House Trust of New York City.  

Maria Carrasco 
VP of Public Programs 
95 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn NY 11215 
718 789 2822 x301 
mcarrasco@prospectpark.org 

Rafe Shaffer 
Supervising Educator, Lefferts Historic House 
95 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn NY 11215 
718 789 2822 x304 
rshaffer@prospectpark.org
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Resources From The Brooklyn Collection 

Brooklyn Public Library's Brooklyn Collection documents the history of Brooklyn from pre-colonial times to 
the present. A unique resource for the study of Brooklyn’s social and cultural history, the Brooklyn 
Collection is a distinct division of Central Library, and is BPL's only collection of archival and rare book 
material. Founded in 1997 as a small book collection attached to the Library’s History Division, it has 
become the world’s largest public archive for the study of Brooklyn’s social and cultural history in the 19th 
and 20th centuries. For a comprehensive overview of the Brooklyn Collection’s holdings visit 
bklynlibrary.org/brooklyncollection 

Newspapers & Magazines 
Newspaper & Magazine holdings 
include, the full run of The Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle which was published as a daily 
newspaper for 114 consecutive years, as 
well as society magazine Brooklyn Life 
(1890-1931), the Park Slope Food Coop 
(PSFC) publication Linewaiters' Gazette 
and numerous other neighborhood 
periodicals and publications containing 
general interest stories as well as 
borough, city, and national news.  

Ephemera 
Ephemera Collection: catalogs, 
postcards, business cards, fliers, 
circulars, and other remnants of daily 
Brooklyn life. 
Letterhead Collection: Letterhead 
stationery from Brooklyn businesses and 
institutions, spanning two hundred years 
of Brooklyn history. 
Fulton Street Trade Card Collection: 
Digitized advertising cards from Fulton 
Street businesses featuring colorfully 
illustrated and often humorous images. 
Brooklyn Bridge Postcard Collection, 
c.1900-1984: Nearly 300 postcards
featuring the Brooklyn Bridge.

Audio Visual 
Black Brooklyn Renaissance Digital 
Archive 1960-2010 (BBR) was a 
landmark, two year-long research, 
planning, and public presentation 
initiative by Brooklyn Arts Council (BAC), 
in partnership with Bedford Stuyvesant 
Restoration Corporation. This digital 
archive contains 73 playable DVD discs 
with content from the BBR initiative. 
Brian Purnell Civil Rights in Brooklyn Oral 
History Collection: Recorded interviews 
with former members of the Brooklyn 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), with 
ephemera, notes and news clippings. 
Brooklyn Film & Arts Festival Collection : 
Five films that were presented at the 
2011 Brooklyn Film Arts Festival on DVD. 

Photos 
Brooklyn Collection’s Historic Photo 
collection contains more than 20,000 
photographs from Brooklyn dating from 
the mid-1800s to present. The collection 
includes photos from the archive of the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle - Brooklyn’s 
influential hometown newspaper for over 
a century-, a collection of photographs of 
local subway stations, as well as prints 
depicting historic people, structures and 
events in Brooklyn from the era before 
the rise of photography. Many of these 
prints come from popular magazines and 
journals of the 19th century.  

Betsy Head Farm Garden Photo 
Collection 

Photographs from the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle 

Prints Collection, 1839-1968 

Maps & Atlases 
The Map & Atlas collection provides a 
wealth of information about Brooklyn 
geography, building, transportation 
routes, and other city planning factors 
from the mid-19th century to the mid-
20th century. Businesses, factories, 
churches, synagogues, schools, police 
and fire departments, parks and other 
municipal buildings are often specifically 
identified and labeled.  

Earlier atlases and maps have 
tremendous research potential with 
some showing farm lines and the names 
of land owners. Highlights of the maps & 
atlases collection include Prospect Park 
planning maps (1855 – Present) and 
Sanborn Insurance Maps (1886 – 2005). 

Atlas Collection, 1855-1969 

City Directories and Telephone 
Directories on Microfilm, 1796-1986 

Digitized City Directories, 1856-1967 

Maps Collection, 1666-2002 

Other Highlights 
Class Photograph Collection: This small 
collection documents graduating classes 
at various public and private schools in 
Brooklyn. Additionally, there are two 
photographs of the staff of Boys' High 
School's student publication, the 
"Recorder." 

High School Newspaper 
Collection, 1853-1975: A collection of 
publications from Brooklyn schools, 
covering life in the schools as well as 
events in their communities. 

Yearbook Collection: An ever-expanding 
collection of yearbooks from Brooklyn 
schools, from middle school to college 
level and dating from 1849-2008.

Black News Table of Contents: A list of 
the articles that appear in the run of 
Black News that is part of the Rioghan 
Kirchner Civil Rights in Brooklyn 
Collection. 

Brian Purnell Civil Rights in Brooklyn Oral 
History Collection: Recorded interviews 
with former members of the Brooklyn 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), with 
ephemera, notes and news clippings. 
Rioghan Kirchner Civil Rights in Brooklyn 
Collection: A collection documenting the 
civil rights movement in Brooklyn. The 
collection was compiled and donated by 
Rioghan Kirchner, a member of the 
Brooklyn chapter of CORE (the Congress 
of Racial Equality). 
Coney Island House Register, 1848-1852: 
A leather bound register, about half the 
pages of which are filled with signatures 
of visitors to the Coney Island House 
hotel from 1848-1852. 
Froebel Society Records: Minutes, 
yearbooks and other documents relating 
to the activities of the Froebel Society, a 
Brooklyn women’s club that promoted 
cultural activity among its members, who 
were originally drawn from the mothers 
of children attending the Froebel 
Academy.
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  Colonial Brooklyn Resources at Brooklyn Public Library

Further Readings 

Vanderbilt, Gertrude Lefferts. The social history of Flatbush, and manners and customs of the Dutch 
settlers in Kings County. New York: D. Appleton, 1881. 

Stiles, Henry Reed. A History of the City of Brooklyn: including the old town and village of Brooklyn, the 
town of Bushwick, and the village and city of Williamsburg.Reprint. Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1993. 

Fisher, Edmund D. Flatbush Past & Present. Brooklyn: Flatbush Trust Company, 1901. 

Ellen, M., Murphy, M., Weld, RF. A Treasury of Brooklyn. New York: William Sloane Associates, Inc., 1949. 

Fabend, Firth Haring. New Netherland in a Nutshell: A Concise History of the Dutch Colony in North 
America. Albany, NY: New Netherland Institute, 2012. 

Brooklyn Public Library Articles & Databases 

American History - Primary and secondary sources, including overview essays, biographies, government 
and court documents, photos, maps, audio/video clips, and statistics. Includes material about Brooklyn that 
can be filtered to only the Exploration and Colonization era. 

Daily Life Through History - Explore the life of ordinary people through history and around the 
world.  Filter results by time period to look at material related to “The World Beyond Europe, 1500-1776”. 

Newspapers and Magazines (1835 – 1999) - Brooklyn Daily Eagle (1841 – 1955) and Brooklyn Life 
(1890-1931) bklyn.newspapers.com  

Brooklyn Collection 

Maps and Atlases (1666 - 2002) - Early maps include A Platt of ye Situation of the Towns & places on ye 
Wester End of Long Island to Hempsted (1666) and Plan of the Village of Brooklyn and part of Long Island 
(1766). 

City Directories - Brooklyn City Directories from 1796-1934. 

Photographs (1800s – Present) - 200,000 photographs, 25,000 digitized 

Prints (1839-1968) - This collection covers more than a century of Brooklyn history, with prints depicting 
historic people, structures and events in Brooklyn from the era before the rise of photography. 

Vanderveer Manuscripts - A collection of 14 manuscripts from 1660 to 1804 related to Cornelius van der 
Veer and the Vanderveer family and their settlement in the Flatbush area of Brooklyn. This collection 
includes land and legal documents, as well as receipts. 

Letterhead Collection (1802-2002) - Business letterhead, including mostly receipts and correspondence 
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Teaching & Learning With Brooklyn Connections

Brooklyn Connections’ comprehensive teaching and learning materials are designed to help students 
cultivate 21st Century learning skills through the lens of local Brooklyn history. Our educators and archivist 
have complied letters, speeches, photographs, journal entries and unique ephemera from the Brooklyn 
Collection to develop engaging learning materials and lesson plans.  

Primary Source 
Packets 
Each packet includes approx. 
ten primary sources from the 
Brooklyn Collection and other 
reliable collections institution. 
Each packet includes custom 
document based questions 
(DBQs). The sources and 
corresponding questions can 
help students gain brand new 
perspectives about Brooklyn's 
historical people, places and 
events. 

Neighborhoods 
• Bay Ridge
• Bed-Stuy
• Borough Park
• Brooklyn Heights
• Brownsville
• Bushwick
• Canarsie
• Crown Heights
• Cypress Hills
• Dyker Heights
• East Flatbush
• East New York
• Gowanus
• Greenpoint
• Park Slope
• Sheepshead Bay
• Sunset Park
• Williamsburg

Society & Culture 
• Brooklyn & The Civil

Rights Movement
• Child Labor
• Civil War
• Draft Riots
• Eminent Domain
• Environmentalism
• German Immigration
• Great Depression
• Housing
• Bed-Stuy

Immigration
• Bushwick

Immigration
• Italian Immigration
• LGBT Rights
• Revolutionary War
• Slavery & Abolition
• Women & The Civil

War
• Women's Rights

Places & Landmarks 
• Brooklyn Academy Of

Music
• Brooklyn Bridge
• Brooklyn Navy Yard
• Coney Island Amusement

Parks
• Dreamland Park
• Ebbets Field
• Green-Wood Cemetery
• Luna Park
• New York Aquarium
• Newtown Creek
• Plymouth Church
• Prospect Park
• Steeplechase Park
• The Roeblings & Their

Bridge Verraza

Skills Based Lesson Plans 
Brooklyn Connections supports teachers as they develop skill-based instruction for their classrooms. Our 
lesson plans are written by teachers for teachers and can be adapted for elementary, middle & high school 
students. Use them as they are or modify them to create your own. 

• Cornell Method Notetaking
• Essay Structure
• Claim & Counterclaim
• Conducting An Interview
• Thick And Thin Questions
• Developing An Argument
• Crafting A Strong Thesis
• Effective Internet Research
• Crafting A Research Question

• Source Citations
• Annotated Bibliography
• Citing & Plagiarism
• Map & Atlas
• Atlas Reading
• Introduction To Research
• Steps To Effective Research
• Observations & Inferences

Contact Brooklyn Connections for complimentary copies of any of the materials listed. Don’t see a topic you are looking for or 
have a suggestion for a Brooklyn history topic? With over 100 packets in our database ask us about topics not listed here!



Student Name 

THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
IN BROOKLYN 
PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET 
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INTRODUCTORY READING "American Revolution." Gale Encyclopedia of U.S.
Economic History. Ed. Thomas Carson and Mary Bonk. Detroit: Gale, 1999. Student 
Resources in Context.  

Adaptation 

The American Revolution (1775-1783) was a rebellion of 13 of Great Britain's North American colonies. The 
colonies won their independence from the British crown and went on to form the United States of America. 

The American colonies thought it was unfair that they should be forced to pay taxes to a government that 
they had no representation in. They called this “taxation without representation.” When Britain decided to 
raise taxes to fund the French and Indian War (1754-1763), the Americans finally decided to fight for their 
independence, once and for all. 

The success of the colonial army against the British owed much to the leadership of George Washington 
(1732-1799) and to the help of France. In June 1775 the delegates to the Second Continental Congress 
unanimously approved Washington's appointment. The colonials had only a ragtag collection of national 
volunteers ("Continentals") and inexperienced state militias that served for only months at a time. To make 
matters worse, there was no legitimate and effective national government that might improve these 
perilous conditions.  

The heady first encounters with the Redcoats at Bunker and Breed's Hill in Massachusetts, and then the 
British evacuation of Boston under American pressure in March 1776, were great successes for the 
Continental Army. These initial wins, however, were followed quickly by a series of defeats such as the 
Battle of Brooklyn, where British troops landed on Long Island in an attempt to take New York City. 
Washington turned the seemingly endless and demoralizing retreat from New York and through New 
Jersey into victory in late 1776 when he forded the partly frozen Delaware River and defeated superior 
British and mercenary forces at Trenton (December 1776) and Princeton (January 1777). These bold and 
unexpected victories energized the American army and public. 

Despite these successes, the future still appeared bleak. Washington and the main American forces settled 
into winter quarters at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, after suffering important (and humiliating) defeats at 
Brandywine (September 1777) and Germantown (October 1777). Many died from starvation or hypothermia. 
The army was further destroyed by desertions and a widespread failure to re-enlist. Nevertheless, the 
Continental Army emerged rejuvenated in the spring of 1778. Under Washington's supervision, the military 
officer Baron Friedrich von Steuben transformed what remained of Washington's force into a disciplined 
and effective fighting weapon. 

Equally important, the resistance and survival of American troops (especially the American victory at 
Saratoga in New York State) convinced the French in May 1778 that the colonial forces had a good chance 
of winning the war. This led them to lend necessary support to Americans in their struggle. In October 1781, 
while commanding the combined American and French forces, Washington brilliantly maneuvered to 
surround Yorktown, Virginia, by land and by sea, trapping British General Lord Cornwallis and forcing him 
to surrender. The independence of the colonies was now guaranteed. 

The Revolutionary War In Brooklyn Primary Source Packet 
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Document 1 - Plan of the Battle of Brooklyn. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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1. When do the events illustrated by this map take place? Be specific.

2. What was the position of the British Army from August 22nd to 26th?

3. Where did the British march on August 26th and 27th?

4. What names on the map are still names of places in Brooklyn? Do you see any that have
changed?

Document 1 - Plan of the Battle of Brooklyn. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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Document 2 - Chadwick, John W. “The Battle of Long Island.” Harpers Magazine August 1876: 345. 



7 

1. Who is Lord Stirling? Locate him in this picture and give two pieces of evidence to support your
claim.

2. Where are the soldiers in this picture? Locate them on the map in Document 1

3. Once you’ve identified the troops on Document 1, find 2 locations near the Gowanus Swamp
where the American troops could have retreated to safety and explain why they are safe.

4. What year was this image originally published? Why is this date significant?

Document 2 - Chadwick, John W. “The Battle of Long Island.” Harpers Magazine August 1876: 345. 
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Document 3 - Brainard, George Bradford. The Old Stone House. 187-?. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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1. Make three observations about the Old Stone House in Document 3:

2. Find two differences between the photographs in Document 3:

3. The Old Stone House was used as a temporary headquarters for British officers. It was also the
scene of a tense battle where American troops from Maryland charged into an overwhelming
group of British soldiers and mercenaries. Though most of the American troops died in battle,
their sacrifice helped delay the British and let Washington escape to Manhattan. Imagine you’re
a soldier with the Maryland 400. Describe how you’re feeling right before battle:

4. What time of year does is appear to be in the photographs? List three pieces of evidence to
support your claim.

Document 3 - Brainard, George Bradford. The Old Stone House. 187-?. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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Document 4 - Washington, George. Letter to General Schuyler. 24 Aug. 1776. Memoirs of the 
Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 363-64. 
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1. What happened on Wednesday night and Thursday morning? Be specific.

2. Washington describes “some skirmishing” between two groups. Who are the two groups?

3. Which group had a post at Judge Lefferts’ house?

4. Describe what happened at Judge Lefferts’ House. Who do you think “won” the fight?

Document 4 - Washington, George. Letter to General Schuyler. 24 Aug. 1776. Memoirs of the 
Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 363-64. 
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Document 5 - “The Suydam House.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1946. 
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1. Where was The Suydam House located and when was it built?

2. Who occupied the house during the Revolution? Do you think this group was on the side of the
British or the Americans? Explain your answer.

3. List three interesting details about the house. Make two claims about life during the 1700’s
from these observations.

4. Analyze the citation for this drawing. Why do you think this house was featured in the Brooklyn
Daily Eagle in 1946?

Document 5 - “The Suydam House.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1946. 
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Document 6 - (Top 6A) Print of the Fulton Ferry. No Date. The Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
(Bottom 6B) Battle of Brooklyn Stamp. 1951. Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington, DC. By 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
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1. Observe the scene in Document 6A. Describe what life was like for the people in this image.

2. Identify Two Similarities and Two Differences Between Document 6A and Document 6B:

3. The caption in Document 6B reads “Washington saves his army at Brooklyn.” How did he save
his army? (What are the soldiers doing?) Use evidence from the image to support your answer.

4. What kind of document is Document 6B? What is the significance of having the image in that
form?

Document 6 - (Top 6A) Print of the Fulton Ferry. No Date. The Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
(Bottom 6B) Battle of Brooklyn Stamp. 1951. Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington, DC. By 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
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Document 7 - “The Hell.” Courtesy of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
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1. What is the Wallabout Bay called today?

2. What was the HMS Jersey’s nickname? Who came up with the name?

3. What can we learn from Document 7 about what life was like on the Jersey prison ship?

4. Why do you think the British held their American prisoners on sea rather than on land? List two
possible reasons:

Document 7 - “The Hell.” Courtesy of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
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Document 8 - Account of the Massacre by a British Officer. 3 Sep. 1776. 
Memoirs of the Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 402-03 
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1. Is the person who wrote Document 8 American or British? How do you know?

2. What event is the officer describing in his letter?

3. Describe the officer’s reaction to the situation. How does he seem to feel about the event? Give
two examples to support your claim.

4. Imagine a letter written from the point of view of his opponent in the battle. Write three
sentences of that letter here:

Document 8 - Account of the Massacre by a British Officer. 3 Sep. 1776. 
Memoirs of the Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 402-03 
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On this the sixth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty.  Personally appeared in open court, being a court of record 
called the Court of Common… for the said County of Queens and State of New York aforesaid, Benjamin Starking, in the fifty sixty year 
of his age; who first being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the Provision 
made by the acts of Congress on the 18th day of March 1818 and the first day of May 1820. That he the said Benjamin Starking enlisted 
on board of the Privateer Ship Jolly Tar, Commanded by Captain John Smith of Baltimore about the first of September 1781 for the term 
of one voyage… that the said ship mounted twenty guns and sailed on a cruise from Baltimore in the State of Maryland in the {?} of 
September 1781.  That he continued on board of said ship in the capacity of common seaman until some time in the same month of the 
same year when she was taken by the British frigate Jason mounting thirty six guns.  Commanders name not recollected… from when 
this [man] was carried into the City of New York and immediately housed on board of the British Prison Ship called the Old Jersey which 
lay at the Wallabout near Brooklyn on Long Island where he was kept in close confinement in the hold of the said ship Jersey among 
the dead and the dying and in a state of starvation for about three months or until some time in the month of December 1782 at which 
time by the interception… of his friends on Long Island this [man] was liberated on Parole and was not exchanged during the 
revolution… 

Document 9 - Benjamin Starking Deposition. 1820. The Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. Transcription. 
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1. Document 9 is a deposition. What is a deposition? Use two pieces of evidence from the
document to support your claim

2. When did this deposition take place, and where?

3. What happened to Benjamin Starking while he was on the ship called Jolly Tar?

4. How did Starking escape the Jersey, and when?

Document 9 - Benjamin Starking Deposition. 1820. The Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. Transcription. 
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Document 10A- “Prison Ship Martyr’s Monument.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1936-1949. 

Caption: "The monument, a stately granite shaft ... was constructed in 1908, from plans by architect Stanford White, as a 
memorial to more than 1,200 Revolutionary patriots who died on board the British prison ships anchored in Wallabout Bay 
and whose bones are now preserved in a vault at its base."  
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Document 10B - “Martyrs: The Men who Died in the Prison Ships.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 22 January 1877: 4. 
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1. Make three observations about the monument in Document 10A. Why do you think it was
designed to look this way?

2. Explain why the American prisoners who died on the prison ships are being remembered as
“martyrs” in Document 10B.

3. What is the author of Document 10B arguing for in Congress? Give two examples of the
author’s position on the subject here:

4. On what date was this article written? Why is this date significant? (Hint: how long is a
century?).

Document 10A/B - “Martyrs: The Men who Died in the Prison 
Ships.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 22 January 1877: 4. 

“Prison Ship Martyr’s Monument.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1936-1949. 
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GLOSSARY 

Demoralize: to cause someone to lose hope or spirit 

Desertion: to abandon or leave 

Evacuation: to leave; to remove 

Ford: to cross, usually at a more shallow place 

Heady:  having a strong or exhilarating effect 

Inference: a guess backed up by fact and knowledge 

Legitimate:  following established laws or rules 

Maneuver:  move skillfully or carefully 

Martyr: someone who sacrifices everything for a cause or belief 

Mercenary: a solider hired to serve in a foreign army 

Pacific:  peaceful; calm 

Perilous: dangerous 

Post: a position from which to look out for enemies or seek safety 

Rejuvenate: to give new energy or confidence 

Retreat: to move back; to withdraw 

Skirmish: a fight or battle  

Subordination:  the act of placing in a lower rank or position 

Unanimous:  with the agreement of all people involved





Early Brooklyn & The Revolutionary War 

Activities 





Dutch New York Exercise 

USING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES: EARLY BROOKLYN 

PRIMARY SOURCES 
Make 12 close observations about the primary source documents provided. Be specific! 

37



Dutch New York Exercise 

DUTCH NEW YORK: BETWEEN EAST 
AND WEST By Deborah Krohn 

Houses were small, cramped, and dark, 
sweltering hot in the summer and 
freezing in the winter. The general plan 
was usually two rooms wide on one story 
with a loft above, cedar shingled, and 
with an overshot roof in the front and rear. 
Inside, exposed beams supported the 
upper part of the structure. Large 
fireplaces served for cooking, heating, 
and the curing of meat, and drying of fruit 
and vegetables. Dutch barns, sheds, 
peach orchards, and moveable hay ricks 
completed the scene.  

GLOSSARY: 

Sweltering – incredibly hot  

Loft – a room or space just below the roof used to 

store things 

Cedar – a type of tree  

Shingle – a piece of wood, usually used to cover a 

roof 

Overshot – extends over an edge 

Beam – A large piece of wood, often one that 

supports a roof  

Cure – adding salt to meat to dry it and make jerky 

Hay rick – haystack, or large pile of hay

CITATION:  Krohn, Deborah and Peter Miller, ed. Dutch New York: Between East and West. New York: 
Bard Graduate Center Press, 2009.  

SECONDARY SOURCE 
Write 3 facts from the secondary source text provided. 

1.__________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

2._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

3._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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Dutch New York Exercise 

Imagine it is the year 1700 and you live in a Dutch farmhouse. Describe what 
it looks like both on the outside and on the inside using information from the 
primary and secondary sources.  
Use your own words and be creative! 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
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Dutch New York Exercise 

Hayward & Co. The De Hart, or Bergen House. New York: 1853. Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection 
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Dutch New York Exercise 

. 

Hayward & Co. View of the House of Simon Aertmen Le Hart. New York: c. 1850. Brooklyn Public Library, 
Brooklyn Collection 
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Battle Of Long Island Secondary Source 

The Battle of Brooklyn 

After the British evacuated Boston on March 17, 1776, General George Washington 
guessed that their next target would be New York. So, in April, Washington marched 19,000 
soldiers to lower Manhattan. He strengthened his defenses by constructing forts in lower 
Manhattan and on Brooklyn Heights across the East River. 

Washington waited throughout June for the British to attack, which he was certain would 
happen in Manhattan. However, in early July, 400 British ships commanded by General William 
Howe arrived at Staten Island, just south of Gravesend Bay in Brooklyn. When Howe offered to 
forgive the behavior of the American rebels, Washington answered, "Those who have committed 
no fault want no pardon."  

Washington placed General Israel Putnam in charge of Brooklyn Heights, stationed 
General John Sullivan to the south by the Flatbush Pass and Lord Stirling to the southwest near 
Gowanus Bay. He posted guards along the main roads, but failed to secure the rarely used 
Jamaica Pass to the east. This proved to be a costly mistake, as the British troops snuck through 
the Jamaica Pass on the evening of August 26.  

Early on the morning of August 27, British soldiers marched north from Gravesend Bay 
towards the main American camp in Brooklyn Heights. General Stirling in Gowanus Bay held off 
the British for several hours but was forced to retreat when he realized that he was surrounded. 
He led 400 Maryland soldiers in a desperate fight at the Old Stone House, giving his soldiers 
time to flee to Brooklyn Heights before he was taken prisoner. 

Washington hurried across the East River from Manhattan but could do little more than 
observe the fight from a high point in Cobble Hill. The Americans fought bravely but were cut 
down by British artillery and bayonets. When the Americans at Flatbush realized that the main 
British force had come through the Jamaica Pass and would soon surround them, General 
Sullivan ordered his men to retreat to Brooklyn Heights. Washington, who looked down on the 
terrible scene, could only remark: "Good God, what brave fellows I must lose."  

Before they could be completely surrounded, Washington ordered his men to evacuate 
Brooklyn. From late in the evening of August 29 to dawn on the following morning, Washington 
arranged for 9,000 Continentals to be rowed back to Manhattan across the East River from the 
Fulton Ferry. Overnight, a fog miraculously came down upon the men crossing the river, hiding 
the escaping Americans from being noticed by the British. According to eyewitnesses, George 
Washington was the last man to leave Brooklyn. 

Adapted from: 
Stockwell, Mary. “Battle of Long Island.” George Washington Digital Encyclopedia. Mount Vernon 
Estate. Web. [28 October 2015]. 

1	

2	

3	

4	

5	

6	
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Mapping The Battle Of Brooklyn – Companion To Secondary Source 

Name: 

Section One  

Where were the American soldiers located? 

When did the American soldiers march to Manhattan? 

Section Two 

 Where were the British ships located? 

When did the British soldiers arrive in New York? 

Section Three  

What are the locations of the three American Generals? 

Where did the British attack from and when? 

Section Four  

From where to where did the British soldiers march? 

Where did the battle take place? 
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Mapping The Battle Of Brooklyn – Companion To Secondary Source 

Section Five   

Where was George Washington during the Old Stone House battle? 

Where do the Americans at Flatbush Pass go? 

Why do they have to move camp? 

Section Six   

Where did Washington move the Continental Army? 

How did they get from Location A to Location B? 

When did the Americans make this move? 
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August 22nd, 1776 

My Dear Sister, 

I hope this letter finds you in good health. What a thrilling time it has been, sister! 
After days at sea we land tonight on the shores of the so-called Gravesend Bay, our fleet 
displaying our might.  

The men at camp have been exchanging whispers all summer long about General 
Washington, who leads the colonialists. I hope that we meet him on the field of battle and 
I pray we shall be victorious.  

With Love, 

William 

August 23rd, 1776 

Dearest Mother, 

Reports of a battle have just come in! Colonel Edward Hand and five hundred and 
fifty of his Pennsylvania riflemen attacked the German camps at Flatbush – some say 
there were over five thousand Germans within the borders of the village! Can you 
imagine? The courage of those American soldiers to go up against such a force! Though 
the village of Flatbush still remains in British hands, we are showing the British invaders 
that this is our home and fight for it we shall!  

Your son, 

Edward 
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August 26th, 1776 

Dear Sister, 

May this note find you in the best of health and spirits.  I offer my apologies for the 
delay with news of the great excitement of the past four days!  

We’ve been marching for days along the outer edge of Brooklyn Village. Our 
troops split up at the fork in the road at the village of Flatbush, but my regiment was 
ordered to continue onwards. We’ve camped outside a noisy tavern owned by a colonist 
and called, I have heard, Howard’s Halfway House. Sister, I feel uncertain and fearful, as 
it is hard to get a sense of the larger plan at work here. I believe we shall march down the 
Jamaica road throughout the night, though all seems to be shrouded in secrets and 
whispers at the moment. 

Keep courage, 

William 

August 27th, 1776 

My Dear Mother, 

Since I last wrote, my unit of brave Patriots was moved to the old stone Cortelyu 
house just east of the swampy Gowanus.  Suddenly, the musket and cannon fire began 
to ring out from British troops and we returned fire for hours.  

General Sterling sounded the retreat and we turned back to the Brooklyn Heights 
fortifications. Due to the heavy smoke and such chaos, we faced difficulties navigating 
the marshy waters, our boots stuck in the thick mud and our jackets and pants became 
heavy with water. Many men went under not to return.  

Until we see each other, 

Edward 

48



August 28th, 1776 

Sister, 

Much action on the Battlefront! The bloodiest battle yet unfolded just yesterday at 
an old stone house owned by a Dutchman named Cortelyu, near the marshy inlets of 
the canal. Our fearless British troops had encamped themselves in this stone home for 
shelter and storage, when suddenly they were viciously attacked by some scrappy 
colonials. Of course, our men were able to recover from this shock, and eventually turned 
around their fortune to defeat the enemy. What exciting times we are in, my sister! My 
spirits are high, and I feel that we are closing in on victory. 

Sending love and luck to you and ours, my sister. 

William 

August 29th, 1776 

Dearest Mother, 

I send word to you that I am still safe. We were all told to stoke our fires and leave 
them burning, then quickly pack our belongings and march to the ferries at Fulton. Yes, 
Washington has called a retreat, as it is now obvious that General Howe intends to send 
his united force at us in the coming days. We are weak and have lost men, thus the battle 
is over. General Washington will send us across the river on this foggy, rainy night. He 
has pledged to be the last to cross, only doing so when all of his remaining men have 
made it safely. We shall hold New York as long as we can, but I cannot say as to how 
long that will be.  

Until another day, 

Edward  
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